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Morison, Samuel Eliot John Paul Jones 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Sept. 1959. 453p. $6.50. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—September 


Sailor’s Biography” aptly describes few words 
the Book-of-the-Month Selection for September. This 
latest biographical sketch, long series, the man 
who called the father the American Navy, the 
story John Paul Jones, the sailor, written sailor, 
Rear Admirable Samuel Morison. the very be- 


ginning the book, the author gives two page 
description Jones’ character but winds “yet, first 
and always, Paul Jones was fighting sailor.” 


And fight did! Not only against England, all 
know, but his life was constant fight against envious 
American, French and Russian naval officers and poli- 
ticians. Then, now, was not question ability and 
what you knew, but influence and who you knew. 
Placed lower seniority rank than should have 
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been, when first received his commission, Jones 
fought through the rest his life move the top 
the had friends high places, but 
made enemies easily, and appears that they had 
more friends higher places. 


was perfectionist and thus appeared martinet 
those who served with and under him, yet Morison 
tells that the only captains ships that time who 
didn’t have trouble were those who never got sea, 
who lost their ships early the war. Captain Hector 
McNeil the frigate Boston remarked “God and 
Nature has said, that one head indispensibly neces- 
sary board ship.” Paul Jones was that head. 
Yet, showed himself lacking true leadership, for 
failed generous enough share credit with 
his subordinates. 


And sailor was. From the time clambered 
over the ships, youngster his native Scotland, 
till the day died longing for the command an- 
other ship, Paul Jones loved the sea and the ships that 
sailed it. True, ever sought better himself 
order retire peaceful farm; but never did, 
although his financial position would have allowed him 
so. Instead, planned how make every ship 
was better one, structure and personnel. 
was constant student naval tactics and his 
ability maneuver his ship brought victory over super- 
ior enemy forces and the elements. 


The book John Paul Jones, his Jife and times, and 
condemnation previous biographers. Born July 
1747, the son Scottish gardener, John Paul went 
sea ship’s boy 1761. After several trips 
the West Indies, became mate slave ship, 
but left that “abominable trade” 1767. was 
passenger the way home when the captain and mate 
died, assumed command, brought the ship safely 
Scotland and was rewarded the owners being 
made captain the age twenty-one. 


Many successful voyages were made the West Indies 
before ill-fortune came upon John Paul. 1773 
killed rebellious sailor and fled from Tobago. 
appeared Philadelphia October, 1775, John 
Jones, looking for job. December, John Paul Jones 
was commissioned lieutenant the Continental Navy 
and raised the flag the armed ship Alfred. May, 
1776, took command the Providence, then the 
Alfred and, July, 1777, the Ranger which cap- 
tured the British man-of-war, Drake. France 1779 
boarded the Bonhomme Richard captain and 
after voyage around Ireland September 23, 1779, 
John Paul Jones won undying fame the battle with 
the Serapis. took his squadron into Dutch waters, 
then France, and Paris received hero’s wel- 
come. 


But bitter rivalry and politics kept him from receiving 
the credit deserved from his own country. The 
Revolution came end and Jones sought service 
with the Russians, who were fighting the Turks. Here, 
too, fought intrigue and jealousies and finally re- 
turned Paris where died July 18, 1792. 


Morison has written another exhaustive biography, 
similar the story Columbus, which won the 
Pulitzer prize. sailed the waters that John Paul 
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Jones had traveled and examined every letter and 
manuscript could find order portray the true 
Jones. Morison has laid rest, with documentary 
proof, the illegitimacy John Paul, which many 
mud-slinging, publicity seeking writers had used their 
stories. hope has also erased many other 
tional fancies about Jones, which have been used 
the past make interesting but false, reading. There 
comparison the true and the false thirty 
page appendix and list the sources the author’s 
information. 


Morison has destroyed the myth John Paul Jones but 
has left more human, more understandable char- 
acter, who, through his sailing and his fighting, showed 
that truly deserved called the “Father the 
Navy” and the one who, through his ideas and 
writings, foretold the establishment the Naval 
Academy. wonder that rests imposing 
tomb, within the yard the Academy Annapolis, 
where helps impart his spirit the future officers 
who down the sea ships. 


Untranslated quotations French might irritate the 
reader, who doesn’t know French, but the book still 
excellent selection, especially for the lover history 
the sea. may not appeal all readers, but 
well worth the time any American. 


John Cullen, Lt. Cmdr., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Thruelsen, Richard and John Koehler 
Adventures the Mind 
Introduction Mark Van Doren. Knopf. Sept. 21, 1959. 
285p. $4.50. 
The double life the mind according Mark van 
Doren forth and return discover and 
remember. This dual function exemplified the 
essays that originally appeared The Saturday Evening 
Post, authored scientists, theologians, moralists, his- 
torians and artists. there any governing unity 
these. essays Van Doren sees response the cur- 
rent riddle: “Do know what are doing?” 
may true that man has never solved any his true 
problems but his greatness lies his capacity recog- 
nize those problems and state them clearly. 
these authors raise problems and state them sharp 
will few perceptive readers who will 
agree with all these solutions. This should 
the life dialogue and scholarly communication. 


Loren Eiseley “An Evolutionist Looks Modern 
Man” believes that scientists have failed convey suc- 
cessfully the public the marvel the human trans- 
formation and that the humane tradition the arts, 
letters, philosophy and the social sciences threatens 
ignored unrealistic what has become tech- 
nological race for survival. Jacques Barzun considers 
the same provocative issues the humanities “The 
Misbehavioral Sciences: Truce the Nonsense 
Both Sides” and insists upon some very precise defini- 
tions the discussion. The insight and scholarship 
Barzun are evident all his elegant and eloquent writ- 
ing and urges that the humanities are not mere 
agencies for general improvement but the broad cul- 
tural sense and the narrow academic sense they have 
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uses that are much more intimate and permanent. For 
him the humanities are form knowledge and this 
knowledge deals with man’s life nature and society 
but acquired through the study man’s spiritual 
creations—language, art, history, philosophy and reli- 
gion. Dr. William Beck, who one the clearest 
interpreters modern biology the general public 
develops some interesting puzzles “The Riddle 
His work cell metabolism, enzymology and 
genetics leads him state that there 
are none but metaphysical reasons assume priori 
that absolute and unbridgeable gap must separate 
animate and inanimate matter. The evidence, 
thinks, rather points the opposite direction and sug- 
gests that “life” and “non-life” may words like “hot” 
and “cold.” This essay will renew the arguments 
vitalism and mechanism. this connection, Robert 
Oppenheimer’s essay ought read, Mystery 
Matter,” which asserts that the theory 
particle physics may have accept arbitrary, 
complicated, not very orderly set facts, without see- 
ing behind them the harmony terms which they 
might understood. 


The contributions the two philosopher-theologians, 
Paul Tillich and Martin D’Arcy ,are excellent summary 
views fundamental attitudes that are identified with 
their tells that man our time has 
lost his contact with ultimate questions and the resur- 
gence religion nothing but desperate and mostly 
futile attempt regain what has been lost. 
essay “The Varieties Human Love” will 


familiar territory for one who has worked through his 


“The Mind and Heart Love.” The vision the his- 
torian manifest Arthur Schlesinger’s “The Decline 
which observes that society may learn 
that has lost everything else has lost its desire 
for heroes and its capacity produce them. Edith 
Hamilton appears the same mind when she 
reasons from “The Lessons the Past” that have 
lost the veneration the intellect and the freedom 
the human spirit which the Greeks possessed. 
Herbert Read “Art and Life” goes much further 
than expressed hope for return the life the 
intellect. The exclusive aim education has become 
the acquisition knowledge but genuine system 
education should ignore the evolution feeling and 
the ample opportunity for the free and joyous activity 
art. “The Pleasures Music” Aaron Copland 
says that the art music not refuge escape from 
the realities experience but haven wherein one 
makes contact with the essence human experience. 
Such appreciation music advanced for abstract art 
Clement Greenberg and makes out very power- 
ful case for its contemplation neurotic world. 


Aldous Huxley raises many problems when turns 
effects mescaline and the drug peyote the minds 
those whom they are administered. seems 
him that such drugs can make person suddenly under- 
stand “not only intellectually, but organically, experi- 
mentally, the meaning such tremendous religious 
‘God Love,’ ‘Though slay me, 


Whether not these essays have been already read 
their original form The Saturday Evening Post, every- 
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one should grateful the publishers for assembling 
these stimulating pieces single volume. 


Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Wouk, Herman This God 
Doubleday. Sept. 356p. $3.95. 

The author The Caine Mutiny and Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar has, this dedicated work, performed valu- 
able service not only the many members his faith 
whom will inspiration and source pride, 
but also the vastly greater number Christians 
whose recollection their roots the soil Israel has 
been dimmed or, possible, never learned. What 
Mr. Wouk has set out do, write, layman for 
laymen, explanation his faith “so give the 
interested reader information and pleasure, using what 
writing skill (he has) learned keep from boring him 
with detail, with own not very relevant theories.” 


Mr. Wouk is, tells us, orthodox Jew; but has im- 
mediately warn that there are degrees ortho- 
doxy, verging from the ultra-orthodox something 
close the so-called Conservatives, which there are 
many shades between orthodoxy and the varied reform 
synagogues. His account always temperate and re- 
spectful others’ convictions and beliefs; and the 
information conveys wide and well-chosen. That 
regrets the disaffection the reformist movements 
and welcomes the growing return more conserva- 
tive, should one say orthodox belief and practice 
obvious. The practical value the disciplines the 
Torah and the Talmud are presented clearly and 
with affection that more convincing than polemic 
argument. 

What this reviewer found particular value this 
book lies refreshment understanding the many 
traditions that have been preserved from the Old Testa- 
ment the liturgy the New Testament, and par- 
ticularly the Catholic Church. This may seem 
anomaly those who consider many the Protestant 
churches more closely related the Old Testament; 
but perhaps the best answer that lies the answer 
that learned rabbi, good friend mine, gave when 
once asked him how would describe the difference 
between the orthodox and other divisions Jewry. 
“The orthodox Jews are the Catholics Jewry” was 
his reply part. And reading this book confirms 
again the significant statement the late Pope Pius XII 
that “we are all Israelites spirit and heritage.” 


There are some notes, glossary, and index 
make this work which can recommended all 
adult readers. does nothing else, will engender 
increase respect for the world’s oldest faith from 
which sprang the whole Christianity and, less direct- 
ly, the whole Islam. And respect means great deal 
more than mere tolerance. 


Doenitz, Karl Memoirs 


World. Sept. 478p. $6.00. 


First published Germany under its present sub-title 
“Ten Years and Twenty Days,” this book covers the 


events over which Doenitz had control for that much 
his life. But the man, Karl Doenitz, tells little 
except inference. Only the comment that had 
hesitated decorate one the outstanding young 
submarine captains “because was son-in-law” 
much refers his having married. 


Doenitz first proposed combined submarine operations 
when, young lieutenant command sub- 
marine during the first World War, tried organize 
joint attack upon Allied shipping the Mediter- 
ranean. the other submarine that was 
have taken part was unable join him because 
break-down and the end the war precluded any 
further attempts. After the war, submarines were de- 
ned Germany until after the conclusion the Anglo- 
German Naval Agreement 1935. 


Under the terms that agreement, Germany was per- 
mitted submarine tonnage equal 45% that Eng- 
land, which allowed for the construction 24,000 
tons submarines. Looking forward the day when 
they could again have submarines, the Germans had 
started early 1932 prepare for the resumption 
U-boat construction, that, when the restrictions 
were finally lifted, work was started quickly and pro- 
gressed rapidly that the “Weddigen” flotilla nine 
boats was placed commission September that 
year with Doenitz, then captain, command. Doe- 
nitz was given the title U-boats,” which 
held for almost ten years. 


was given free hand with the training this, the 
first submarine flotilla the Germans had had since 1918; 
but his ideas numbers and sizes U-boats met 
with great deal opposition. The first boats were 
all small ones 250 tons and, due their small size, 
limited cruising range. How best utilize the re- 
mainder the allotted tonnage was most important 
decision. Fortunately for the Allies World War II, 
Doenitz’s recommendations were not accepted full 
then later, 1939, when war actually broke out. 


From the start, Doenitz stressed combined operations 
and drilled his crew long and ardously the “wolf 
pack” tactics that led such great losses Allied 
shipping during the war. His drills were realistic 
could make them, simulating war conditions the 
utmost. 


Prior the fall France, the German U-boats had 
thread their way into the Atlantic and back again 
through fairly narrow waters, subject constant harass- 
ment the British. Even so, they caused serious dam- 
age. Once the French ports were available, the passage 
and from operating areas the Atlantic was not 
only much shorter, permitting more effective days sea, 
but, until the latter part the war, much less subject 
Allied attack. 


Even after his designation Commander-in-Chief, fol- 
lowing the resignation Grand Admiral Raeder early 
1943, Doenitz continued Commander, U-boats, 
and many his greatest successes came during that 
period, even though the tide turned, insofar the 
U-boats were concerned, gave 
most the credit for the steadily increasing U-boat 
losses Allied developments short-range radar, 
rather than the tremendous increases Allied sea 


and air power the introduction new anti-sub- 
marine tactics and weapons. 


The book follows the German submarine service 
considerable detail from the start the “new” German 
Navy 1935 the final order, May 1945, for 
the U-boats cease fire. naturally, large part 
the recital pertains the very considerable successes 
achieved against Allied shipping. 
Even the latter third the book, covering the period 
when Doenitz was Commander-in-Chief, concerned 
largely with U-boat activities. That branch was still 
the most active arm the German Navy. His decision 
keep the U-boats sea face steadily mounting 
losses and greatly reduced effectiveness order pre- 
vent added pressure other German activities con- 
tinuing keep Allied sea and air forces, and the bases 
that supplied them, tied anti-submarine work, 
was hard, but wholly justifiable one. 
Doenitz wrote with considerable restraint regard 
his efforts get more and better air support for his 
submarine operations and about what must have been 
bitter struggles get, face the requirements the 
Army and the demands the Air Force, what felt 
was necessary for his U-boats, especially the way 
materials and manpower necessary maintain those 
returning and the new construction essential replace 
the steadily mounting losses sea. 
This Doenitz’s story. Historians may alter some 
it, but remains interesting, well-written narration 
the build-up, training and operation the German 
U-boats during World War II, Doenitz’s role 
Commander-in-Chief, and, for twenty tragic days, 
head the German state. 

Moses,Capt., U.S.N. (Ret.) 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Hart, Moss Act One 
Random House. Sept. 15,1959. 444p. $5.00. 


Even those who are not particularly interested theatre 
will enjoy reading Act One because embodies the 
prose literate readers dream about! Obviously 
Moss Hart loves words and can with them what 
wills and this autobiography wills make them 
express stimulating ideas, turburlent emotions, exquisite 
images and biting humor. There absolutely re- 
semblance between this absorbing book and the many 
slick, egotistical biographies that have flooded the mar- 
ket during the past few years. quotation may reveal 
why this so: 
What special need masks those simple words 
How explain the strength what usually amounts life- 
long obsession? What sets the trigger the inner 
nism that produces actors, actresses playwrights? 
The struggle reach that world the story have chosen 
tell; for have wish merely set down succession 
theatrical anecdotes with famous names splattered among 
the pages gossip-column fashion. consider the mem- 
ories and pledges that were part the struggle that preceded 
success the vital ones.” 
The title, Act One, happy choice because Mr. Hart 
seems stand aside, look his life with playwright’s 
insight and stage for the reader with director’s in- 
stinct for dramatic effect but, doing, does not 
sacrifice for moment either sincerity candor. 
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There were two compelling forces the author’s life, 
“the first was goad, the second goal.” The goad was 
poverty—a poverty that becomes living and evil thing 
for the reader sensitive child’s passionate and sav- 
age rebellion against the squalor into which was 
born leaps life under Hart’s gifted pen. Although 
makes see the wretched dwellings and filth- 
strewn alleys, smell the odors emanating from and sur- 
rounding the dreary apartments, feel the oppressive 
heat and the pinch hunger, hear the cry human 
hopelessness and pain, also makes acutely aware 
man’s undaunted faith, fierce loyalty and intense de- 
Mr. Hart’s interesting theory that the 
theatre the natural refuge for the deeply disturbed 
child because satisfies the need escape from reality. 
addition, believes that the “utter childishness 
theatre people general” has nothing with 
artistic temperament but rather the result “being 
impaled childhood like fly amber.” 

So, quite understandably, the goad was poverty, the 
goal was Broadway! Moss Hart’s account how 
learned write play, met George Kaufman and be- 
came his collaborator both stimulating and reward- 
ing. Rarely has book brilliantly revealed the com- 
plexity and glamour the theatre, the drudgery and 
dedication demands its followers and the “grubby” 
rewards offers all but privileged few. valentine 
this! 

One takes particular delight Hart’s superb gift for 
characterization. His unbelievable grandfather and in- 
credible Aunt Kate are but two the fascinating 


people brings life—people much more colorful 


and dramatic than any created for the theatre. 
though the reader may desperately hope another act 
will forthcoming, senses that Mr. Hart attempts 
bring the curtain again will serious 
trouble—how can hope equal top that block- 


busting Act One? 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 
Sykes, Christopher Orde Wingate 
World. 555p. $6.00. 


the major public incidents the life Orde Win- 
gate, various early books brought some first-hand and 
nearly contemporaneous narratives and judgments. 
Now, these, many other episodes the 
1940’s, was time for fuller research and for more 
mature opinion. The task has been attempted 
author previously successful other fields. has 
used official reports already published and records not 
published, and also volumes journalists and par- 
ticipants. has sought out and used vivid private 
accounts, some Wingate himself and some his 
associates, and also has secured interviews with persons 
concerned, whether high low positions state. 
time for books this sort, second-thought 
character, certainly time for one Wingate—so 
markedly times the subject journalistic exaggera- 
tion, jealous military detraction, and mere word- 
gossip, shall say. 

The book biography man who ended 
Major-general responsible command. But also 
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tremendously detailed account anti- 
Arab aid the early stirrings Israel, minor but 
useful foray help recover Ethiopia, major raid 
into Japanese-occupied Burma, and the initiation 
second “Chundit” raid “Long Range Penetration 
Groups” establish strongholds far into enemy terri- 
tory disrupt the Japanese occupation there and dis- 
turb Japanese aims for advance into Assam and perhaps 
India itself. The book tells trivialities such detail 
great importance that slow reading spite 
arresting characterizations and some vivid narrative. 


Orde Wingate was career officer the British Army 
after the Kaiser’s War, son passionately dedicated 
man evangelical faith the Judao-Christian tradi- 
tion, and sufficiently related contact with highly 
placed Britons whom could make direct and suc- 
cessful appeals for his special projects. was far 
from being routine careerist because—obviously 
ardent student military matters, bookish but in- 
ventive man, and biblical student who quoted fre- 
quently from the Old Testament—he was often his 
“usual rebellion against those set over him” and 
“irremedial distrust had “spasms 
temper” that often friendly superior said him 
that frequently antagonized those who wanted 
help him. But did have formidable originality 
mind” and keen planning and organizing skill. When 
was permitted loose his adventures, was 
stern trainer units, fierce disciplinarian, and 
quick and logical tactical thinker. seems have 
had superlative skill presentation his almost fan- 
stirred with inner fire for 
action and frequent, almost reckless enthusiasm. 
was Puritan run wild war and logic, with “imper- 
sonality continually variance with his egotism”; and, 
with Puritan pridefulness, thought that was 
agent God accomplish success. met, argued 
with, and impressed Churchill. His achievements were 
not huge. His successes were far from the main theaters 
decisive conflict Hitler’s War. But his 
here, read with care, fascinating study person- 
ality, well conclusion all other more super- 
ficial more limited writing the topics covered. 


The volume speaks well our American airman, 
Colonel Cochrane; not well Stilwell; and even 
misspells Wedemeyer’s name the once mentioned. 


Elbridge Colby, 
Washington, D.C. 


Trapp, Maria Augusta Family Wheels 
Lippincott. Sept. 29,1959. 222p. $3.95. (I) 

The appearance the latest book the mother the 
Trapp Family Singers timely one view the 
November opening the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical which they are the subject. Family 
Wheels continues the story their fortunes from 1949 
until their farewell tour 1955. The reader sees them 
their Vermont home and follows them through 
Canada and the United States. The author pays re- 
peated tribues the country their adoption “for 
whose big heart all the vast plains, towering trees and 
high mountains are but appropriate setting.” The 
chapter entitled “Saudade” stresses the responsibility 
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the traveler envoy and interpreter. The European 
tour 1950 took the Trapp Family Salzburg, where 
their former home was opened them the religious 
community which now occupies it. The mingled emo- 
tions this homecoming are described with edifying 
restraint one the book’s best passages. Their last 
tour stook them New Zealand and Australia, the 
islands the South Seas, and Hawaii, including the 
leper island Molokai. Throughout their story runs 
the thread strong faith God’s providence, dis- 
tinguishing mark this family. 

The material this book should provide far more in- 
teresting reading than does. The author’s attempt 
bring the characters life apparent, but does not 
succeed spite descriptions family situations, 
some bad, some merry, none very unusual. The re- 
peated but never realized threats such misadventures 
mislaid musical instruments, the wrong word spoken 
the wrong moment, (as the case their meeting 
with John Ford), their almost-but-not-quite missing the 
desired view the new excavations St. Peter’s—all 
leave impression immature account some 
commonplace sort journey. more readable and 
important book might have resulted the author had 
included more detailed information about the music, 
subject which she well equipped write. 


The book includes group well chosen and attractive 


illustrations. 
Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Langelaan, George The Masks War 
Doubleday. Sept. 284p. $3.95. (I) 

Some the movie critics Alfred Hitchcock’s latest 
celluloid offering, North Northwest, say the old 
master has used every trick the spy’s textbook. George 
Langelaan his account wartime espionage has 
need these trappings. bilingual British Intelli- 
gence agent, Mr. Langelaan writes with sincerity and 
simplicity his escapades from the opening days 
World War till the recapture Paris the Allied 
Forces. The result: very exciting book human 
adventure. British subject living France, Lan- 
gelaan saw service the early days the war 
British Field Security policeman. The uncovering 
suspected spies during this period more amusing than 
dangerous and hardly foreshadowing the author’s 
future exploits. This section closes with very effec- 
tive description the Allied retreat from the beaches 
Dunkirk. 


The most engaging chapters the book deal with the 
training school for secret agents the North Eng- 
land. After weeks instructions the art living 
dangerously, the author writes: knew that could 
fight far more intelligently and efficiently than the 
majority men and that, singlehanded, was capable 
railway engine out action matter seconds, 
derailing locomotive, how kill enraged dog 
with bare hands, jump from fast-moving train, 
how throw horse, decode message, make 
invisible ink, receive and transmit Morse.” Finally, 
George Langelaan volunteered have his face and ears 
completely transformed plastic surgery that 
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could safely operate France “Frenchman” 
territory where would have ordinarily been 
nized. Then came the inevitable—the parachute drop 
into enemy territory. The adventures that follow prove 
point made the author that “films 
about secret agents are frequently far from the real 
thing which each and every time really far more 
interesting, far more gripping and thrilling.” Besides 
the writer, the reader will meet agents such as: Albert, 
boy with courage twice his age; Songer, agent who 
was ever ready run the most fearful risks; Lola and 
Joan, two English girls who harassed the Germans as- 
signed wartime Spain; and the “Woman Red” 
who aided the author escape over the Pyrenees 
Spain. Mr. Langelaan’s description his escape from 
internment camp suspense writing its 
Flowing beneath the narration stream sincere 
modesty and warm humor which enliven this true 
story their quiet but effective way. The Masks 
War very interesting personal journal wartime 
espionage. 


James Alexander, 
Honesdale, Pennsylvania 


Toland, John Battle: The Story the Bulge 
Random House. Sept. 400p. $5.00. 

This book brilliantly recreates the battle “the Bulge,” 
the greatest pitched battle ever fought the United 
States forces and its only major struggle the dead 
winter. well-documented account victory 
wrenched from the brink disaster. The story, while 
told mainly from the American point view, does not 
neglect the Nazi leaders. was Hitler himself who 
conceived the daring plan taking the offensive the 
Ardennes along the same path the Nazis had stormed 
victory 1940. Three great armies, assembled 
secrecy, with divisions and some 250,000 men, at- 
tacked the six American divisions and 75,000 men 
strung out somewhat loosely along fifteen mile front 
December 1944. The attack was almost com- 
plete surprise the allied leaders. them was 
almost inconceivable that the Nazis would leave their 
fixed positions and attack force. So, most them 
judged that the Nazi offensive was only probing attack 
relieve pressure built Patton for his assault 
the Saar. But the end the second day fighting 
they realized their error. Hodges’ First Army was split 
twain the vicious attack and communications were 
either garbled non-existent. this crisis Eisenhower 
acted promtply. The northern half Hodges’ army, 
normally under the control Bradley, was put under 
Montgomery’s direction and Patton the South was 
ordered make ninety-degree turn and march the 
relief Bastogne. This solution proved effective, al- 
though Montgomery’s passio nfor order, personality and 
theory attack put considerable ctrain the 
can leaders, notably Hodges, Collins and Ridgeway. 


The author wisely does not delay unduly these 
matters. His main concern tell the story the 
men who had execute the orders their superiors 
and the brave civilians whose humanity and courage 
makes one proud member the human race. 


For the first week, the American G-I took terrific 
pasting. Almost 9000 Americans isolated area, 
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thrust six miles into the Siegfried Line, were forced 
surrender masse; and town after town had 
relinquished after hopeless defense, under the power- 
ful pressure the German center. the morning 
December the Germans were demanding the sur- 
render Bastogne, and received the now classic reply 
from General McAuliffe. December the Allies 
got their first favorable break when the skies cleared 
and supplies could dropped air, the German 
spearheads bombed and withdrawal could made 
orderly fashion. Christmas Day was the turning point. 
Although Patton was one day behind schedule reach- 
ing Bastogne, the American counterattack had begun 
gain steam. The German commanders pleaded with 
Hitler give his ambition force the Meuse River 
and win limited victory. All avail. The 
American soldier began come into his own fight- 
ing man. There were some atracities which about bal- 
anced those the Nazis their break-through; but 
realizing that was fighting for his life, G-I Joe learned 
from the enemy all the tricks winter warfare, not 
forgetting add few his own. four weeks 
desperate fighting sent the Nazi forces reeling back 
despair. 

Although there very little humor—the stakes were 
too high and the battle too grim—the author heightens 
his story with many incidents bravery beyond the 
call duty and change-over from near-cowardly 
lion-like effort. The townspeople various parts 
uxembourg and Belgium keep coming back 
story, that some them seem like old friends. They 


befriended the harassed G-Is with devotion and un- 


selfishness. 


For men who like war stories straight, this book 
read again and again. eauthor com- 
mended for his res-objectivity telling the story, for his 
devotion gathering the evidence and presenting his 
book manageable fashion. The material gathered 
must have been enough for five books this size. 
There are pages photographs, pages index 
and many excellent maps. Battle can recommended 
senior high-chool and adult readers. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Tourtellot, Arthur Bernon 
William Diamond’s Drum 
Doubleday. 311p. $5.95. 


This blow blow account the battle Lexington 
and Concord follows pattern which has become 
literary fad during the past few years. The author 
gives minute detail the events that fateful eight- 
eenth and nineteenth April, 1775, dramatically 
switching the scene from Lexington Boston Con- 
cord and the countryside between with final tableau 
the Continental Congress Philadelphia. The 
theatrical title the name the Drummer Boy the 
Lexington militia. The circumstances leading the 
British raid are clearly sketched are General Gage’s 
none too secret preparations and the slowness and in- 
efficiency Colonel Smith, the British commander 
the expedition, which enabled the alarm given 
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plenty time for the assembly the Colonial Militia 
Lexington and Concord and the removal the mili- 
tary stores from the latter town. The dramatic clash 
Lexington Common related great length with 
minute description the topography the area and 
biographical sketches prominent residents. Then 
comes the advance Concord and the fruitless search 
for military supplies, the hasty retreat swarms 
militia gather the surrounding hills, the skirmish 
the bridge and the running fight all the way back 
Boston. The confusion and bungling ineptitude shown 
both sides, the lack planning and organization, 
the ignorance the participants what was hap- 
pening elsewhere what next spite the 
dozens messengers and scouts who seem have 
been galloping all over the countryside add touch 
comedy the whole episode. 


The narrative rather confusedly interspaced with 
long asides the political aspect events and sketches 
prominent figures General Gage, Lord Percy, 
Colonel Smith, Sam and John Adams, Jonas Clarke, 
Captain John Parker, Dr. Joseph Warren, John Han- 
cock and on, most which are very well done, the 
characters seeming alive and credible although the 
author bit hard John Hancock. Also the main 
argument the story—that the activities Lexington 
were plot the part Sam Adams bring the 
cold war against Britain head—is rather exagger- 
ated. course every possible propaganda benefit was 
wrung from the incident and the usual wild rumors 
and atrocity stories widely circulated, but that was 
expected. The story told lively dramatic 
style and exciting reading even though there much 
repetition and the author becomes bit lyrical and 
bombastic times. Also the ordinary reader who 
not apt have much knowledge Colo- 
nial history, could easily get distorted view the 
importance Lexington and its place the overall 
picture the American revolution. The format the 
book attractive and the illustrations excellent. Those 
interested will find the usual notes 


the back. 
Francis Gallagher, 
University Scranton 


Sanders, Joan 

Petite; Louise Valliére and the 

Idyllic Years with Louis XIV 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 24, 1959. 280p. $4.00. 
Louise who was mistress Louis XIV 
for the eight years when was the height his 
power, who later became the most intimate friend 
Louis’ rejected queen, and who ended her life 
Carmelite nun extraordinary holiness, certainly pro- 
vides fascinating material for any biographer. not 
surprising that Joan Sanders, wife university pro- 
fessor, was intrigued when she learned that despite 
wealth contemporary source material about Louise, 
there have been serious attempts interpret her 
out such promising material, Mrs. Sanders could 
have created such dull book. 


Joan Sanders spent six years research, mostly 
Stanford University, not only Louise herself, but 
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also the whole lavish period Louis and upon 
all the leading figures his court. She combed the 
memoirs Louise’s contemporaries, and according 
her own statement, has recorded nothing this biog- 
raphy, event, scene, description, dialogue which 
not part the published record. The extent 
her research indicated Mrs. Sander’s introductory 
cast characters which totals seventy-six names. 


The facts are all here, exhaustive (and exhausting) 
detail; but the truth Louise’s life never emerges. 
How did Louise, timid and gentle girl with limp, 
manage attract the violent and passionate Louis 
the first place; and ,even more puzzling, how did she 
hold him the face bitter rivals and ecclesiastical 
disapproval, for eight long years; and how did happen 
that, even after the king’s affection wandered other 
women, never cast Louise completely aside did 
his other conquests, but instead legitimized their chil- 
dren, settled valuable property Louise, and made 
her did this ignorant country girl who 
came from obscure family minor nobility, manage 
steer such unerring course through the intricate 
and corrupt intrigues Louis’ court did Louise 
have which enabled her overcome the understand- 
able hatred and jealousy Louis’ wife and queen, and 
his queen mother become eventually their inti- 
mate and trusted friend? How did the whole court, 
who seemed believing and practicing Christians 
reconcile their flagrant marital infidelities with code 
morals and ethics which must have been the same 
the fourteenth century the twentieth? The 
inner story how Louise progressed from her position 
the king’s mistress and ex-mistress, living with her 
children triumphant luxury, potentially least, the 
most powerful woman France, appreciation 
the realities Divine Love, expressed prayer and 
penance, the most provocative question all. One 
wonders what Boussuet, famous scholar and priest 
the French court might have said Louise turn her 
mind toward the Carmelite life. Mrs. Sanders only 
tells her readers that Louise spent the last thirty years 
her life Carmelite monastery where she was 
known for her unusual austerity and for the depth 
her prayer. 

Instead suggesting answers Louise’s character 
the puzzling questions which her life raises, Petite 
simply presents badly organized and bewildering array 
characters and incidents. The reader must agree, 
after struggling through these cluttered pages that 
Louise does deserve serious biography; 
but that Joan Sanders obviously lacks the literary skill 
and the creative insight which her subject demands. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


D’Arcy, S.J., 


The Meaning and Matter History 

Straus and Cudahy. Sept. 18, 1959. 309p. $5.50. 
a 

Martin Cyril D’Arcy, S.J., equally distinguished 

theologian and philosopher, has written this book 

effort answer the question: Can Christianity 

make any contribution the understanding history? 


Father D’Arcy must have spent tremendous number 
hours preparing this volume, which must studied 
rather than read, order appreciated. in- 
forms that the book grew gradually from the presi- 
dential address Christian View History” that 
gave 1938 the Oxford Society Historical The- 
ology. 


Certain terms, such “history” and “historicist” occur 
constantly the various chapters. Definitions are 
therefore helpful. Concerning history, the author in- 
forms that “is concerned with human experience 
and therefore can and should make use this way 
knowing which beyond the compass the natural 
sciences (p. 31).” The historicist, are informed, 
“one who tries get from historical premises conclu- 
sions which are more than historical, conclusions meta- 
physical theological (p. 159).” Father D’Arcy refers 
history “half way house between science and 
art (p. 51).” observed that the historian uses his 
sympathy and his imagination reconstructing the lives 
past fellow men. Moreover, the historian, according 
the author, has interpret chaotic mass facts 
and give them some kind unity. Because history 
concerned with the past experiences and actions 
man, Father D’Arcy believes there can substitute 
for the interpretative genius the historian who can 
make the past live again. 


one point, the author inquires, who does not 
admit that every great historian begins with theory, 
and though modifies the face evidence, 
nevertheless driven select his evidence and 
marshal his facts (p. 60)?” think that great many 
students history will not willing admit that 
such procedure proper one. These same critics, 
which group one, will maintain that any his- 
torian who starts out prove something will almost 
invariably select only those facts which tend prove 
his point and will relegate equally weighty contradic- 
tory facts oblivion. constantly telling gradu- 
ate students that they start out “to prove” something 
while doing historical research, the net result their 
efforts will perhaps little more than prejudice 
refined form. Father D’Arcy himself admits that half 
dozen historians have reached altogether contradictory 
decisions concerning such matter the fall the 
Roman Empire. Gibbon started out “to prove” that 
the disintegration was due the triumph religion 
and barbarism; Kaphan attributed physical de- 
generation; Huntingdon traced climatic conditions, 
etc. ,etc. Each writer had apparently made his 
mind his decision before had even begun 
investigate the problem. That does not seem 
sound procedure all students history. That 
why many are unable take Toynbee seriously. 
has practically admitted that his decisions regarding 
world history were reached long before had com- 
pleted his final volumes. Many students 
maintain that one should approach problem with 
preconceived notions and willing admit evi- 
dence all important facts. 


Much attention directed the Philosophy History 
Hegel, who took progress for granted, did Bury 
when writing the book entitled The Idea History. 
The writings Spengler and Butterfield, both whom 
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disbelieved progress, are also discussed. are 
rightly reminded that “Human beings cannot treated 
measurable things and the course history cannot 
predicted. Free will, morals and religion have all 
taken into account, and believe God are 
bound think Him not only creating man but 
directing man that end for which was created. 
Providence therefore behind and history (p. 168).” 
Every page this book characterized such marked 
scholarship that the serious reader will richly re- 


warded studying it. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Scott, Jack Denton Forests the Night 
Rinehart. Sept. 24,1959. 216p. $3.95. 

This factual account hunting trip India. 
There are several things about the book which make 
different. First, Mr. Scott successful journalist, 
columnist for the New York Herald Tribune. knows 
how write interestingly and convincingly. Secondly, 
for better worse, was official guest the 
Indian government. This makes his picture complete 
but perhaps eliminates some the difficulties. Thirdly, 
accompanied his wife, dead shot, which may 
make the book attractive the weaker sex. 


Incidentally the book tells much about life modern 
India, limited but very close range. Mr. Scott 
tells exactly what saw from the time that landed 
Calcutta until boarded the plane for the States. 


There attempt probe the “why” things but 


plenty observation “what” they are. For ex- 
ample, this land leopards and tigers and game 
all kinds the natives have guns. Scott and his wife 
appear sort saviours, defending the people and 
providing them with meat. 

Readers The Ugly American will interested 
the few references the American vs. the Russian in- 
fluence these remote districts. Mr. Scott says that 
the picture reassuring. 


Hunters will find plenty technical information about 
guns, shells, equipment, etc. This could small 
detriment the casual reader but surely not serious 
one. 


There are some photos taken Mrs. Scott. They give 
some idea the size the animals killed, but Mrs. 
Scott better shot with rifle than with camera. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Daley, Arthur Sports the Times 
Dutton. Sept. 270p. $3.95. 


The era great sportswriting (Lardner, Runyon, Peg- 
ler, al) certainly gone, but few the current press 
box journeymen can match the interesting prose 
Fordham man Daley, Times sports columnist years. 
Less flamboyant than the Herald-Tribune’s Red Smith, 
literate throwback the old days, Daley still uses 
light touch and anecdotal approach, manages somehow 
entertain, inform and appear intelligent the same 
time. 
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55, the dark-haired Irishman Johnny-come- 
lately. was fan long before went the Times 
from the sports staff the Fordham Ram. While the 
collection columns this book dates only from 1942, 
when took over the daily “Sport the Times” 
grind from John Kieran, subject matter they hit most 
the high spots the last years: Young, Waddell, 
Matthewson, Johnson, Cobb, Wagner, Ruth, Hornsby 
are among the baseball greats discussed, well 
mederns like Mays, Snider, Berra, and 
course, Daley’s favorite subject, Casey Stengel. 


While nearly half the columns are devoted base- 
ball, which Daley insists common denominator 
among sports nuts, practically athletic endeavor 
left out, including yachting, weight-lifting and billiards. 
Reproduced for posterity are Daley columns Joe 
Louis, Knute Rockne, Jim Thorp, Roger Bannister, Bob 
Jones, Babe Zaharias, Eddie Arcaro, Bill Tilden, Bill 
Russell and Willie Hoppe, among countless others. 


But probably the most fascinating items depend less 
names than subject matter, when humorist Daley 
sits back comfortably and recalls nostalgic and often 
wild conversations among ballplayers, golfers even 
wrestlers. Occasionally, Daley even gets mad, when 
scorned the use Peruvian Alex Olmedo the 
United States win the Davis Cup 1958. 


Altogether there are nearly 100 thousand-word essays, 
typical those Daley has grind out every day, every 
year. They make nice three-page snatches for light 
bedtime and most teenage boys will eat up. 


James Arnold, 
Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Bjorn, Thyra Ferre Mama’s Way 
Rinehart. Sept. 214p. $3.50. 


The jacket Mama’s Way completely charming and 
unfortunate that the book does not live this 
promise. 


The writer sets out explain her method prayer 
and tell the story her spiritual life, which was 
greatly influenced the simple and sincere faith 
her mother; hence the title. One might describe the 
book catalog her experiences God’s answer 
prayer. Her prayers have saved her from innumer- 
able accidents and inconveniences the highway, 
where she has spent considerable time driving and 
from speaking engagements; for, she repeats through- 
out the book, she “an author.” Her prayers have 
brought about reconciliations numerous unhappily 
married persons, have cleared the weather time for 
the Sunday School picnic, have even provided (in- 
directly) “shiny new kitchen” for young wife who 
was discouraged with her poverty-stricken life the 
spouse minister. 


Early the book the writer says, never any re- 
search, never make any notes, gather any materials. 
just sit down and let the words flow from mind, 
knowing that they are already written heart.” 
Perhaps this method accounts for such phrases 
cannot help but think,” “she had long soft golden hair 
which surrounded her velvety cheeks like crown 
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glory,” “Perhaps someone would speak Dutch 
and would have tell them English that was 
sorry couldn’t talk them,” “You’re the happiest 
person ever pinned coat on.” 


Faith and simplicity are beautiful qualities but they 
have nothing with impertinence which sug- 
gests that have only tell God what need and 
willl immediately supply it. Even when prayer 
answered, are not justified looking about 
triumph and smugly saying, “See? works.” Prayer 
important part life, part which some 
the greatest minds history and religious literature 
have devoted lifetimes arduous and disheartening 
effort. The reader who seeking help and direction 
his own life prayer can find many books which 
will more helpful him than Mama’s Way, which 
the kindest description could rate only trivia, and 
which might prove misleading the unwary inex- 
perienced. There nothing either its style con- 
tent recommend any reader. 


Alice McCahill 


Hailey, Arthur The Final Diagnosis 
Doubleday. Sept. 319p. $3.95. (IIb) 
(Literary Guild Selection—October 


Doctor Kent O’Donnell was chief-of-surgery and medi- 
cal president Three Counties Hospital the mythi- 
cal Pennsylvania industrial town Burlington. 
competent physician dedicated medicine and ca- 
pable administrator, had resolved make the hos- 
pital, which had been rather deficient, place where 
adequate modern medicine could practiced for the 
benefit the patients. pursuance this objective, 
had instituted many successful reforms for increased 
efficiency medical and physical operation. One 
major weakness still remained: the Pathology Depart- 
ment, under the guidance Dr. Joseph Pearson, was 
understaffed, late with its reports, deficient such 
modern basic requirements tissue file and was 
using antiquated methods its clinical laboratory. Dr. 
Pearson was proud old veteran, very competent 
tissue pathology because experience, but pressed 
work that had negelected the operational organi- 
zation his laboratories and had failed keep pace 
with modern laboratory methods. the same time, 
Dr. Pearson was the friend Eustace Swayne, crabby 
millionaire who based his donation quarter-million 
for the building program Joe Pearson’s continuance 
charge Pathology. 

When the pathological reports surgical cases were 
delayed the patients’ detriment, Kent O’Donnell 
was forced take some action. forced through the 
appointment Dr. David Coleman 
pathologist and the coldly brilliant Dr. Coleman im- 
mediately perceived the weakness the department. 
Since neither man temperament was fitted solve 
the personal factors the problem ,they merely intensi- 
fied the bitter feeling which had developed. When 
Dr. Pearson pooh-poohed the necessity for antigen 
check Elizabeth Alexander, wife new technician 
his department and she later lost her intensely de- 
sired baby result his negligence, the situation 
worsened. Matters reached climax when typhoid 
was discovered, resulting from the employment 
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carrier due neglect employee-health checks which 
should have been handled Pathology. the re- 
sultant crisis, Dr. Pearson used all his experience 
remedy the disaster and then resigned with the trench- 
ant admonition Dr. Coleman, “Listen old man 
who’s been through all, who made the mistake 
falling behind. Don’t let happen you!” Even 
Coleman was partially humanized the incident; and 
Swayne’s donation was also saved for the hospital. 


Woven into the major story are several sub-tales. Kent 
O’Donnell comes realize that loves the medically 
competent yet femininely human orthopedic surgeon, 
Lucy Grainger. distracted temporarily sensu- 
ously attractive and wealthy Denise Quanty; but even- 
tually realizes that her selfishness prohibits his dedica- 
tion medicine and that with Lucy can find both 
love and fulfillment. There also the story Mike 
Seddons, the philandering young intern who finds him- 
self falling love with student-nurse Vivian Loburton 
and proposes marriage only withdraw the proposal 
when she suffers amputation for bone tumor. 
Additional characters are developed less depth, such 
the fussily efficient Dr. Dornberger, obstetrician 
who retires when finds himself making mistake; 
the efficient Henry Tomaselli, chief administrator; and 
the magnificently proportioned dietician, one Mrs. 
Straughan. 


The chief value this novel the rising young 
Canadian playwright, lies the general picture 
gives the practice medicine modern hospital 
complicated the personal and human factors which 
must enter into the work every physician. This pic- 
ture most difficult for the layman get his con- 
tacts with the hospital and the grasping its signi- 
ficance almost impossible for one untrained the 
nature medicine. Most comforting the way 
which the author indicates that doctors are their own 
severest critics and disciplinarians their constant 
search for medical perfection; and that doctors are 
deeply stirred their patients, not only problems 
but human beings. Too few laymen know these 
things today. The book’s greatest drawback its super- 
ficiality, probably the product 
rather than the author’s ability; give the complete 
picture hospital and the analysis physicians’ per- 
sonalities which this topic deserves would require 
opus nearly thousand pages. The present story 
can only hint the complexity many the prob- 
lems involved and does not delve too deep into them. 
One also forced deplore the implied sexual amoral- 
ity the relations between doctors and nurses indi- 
cated the incident between Mike Seddons and Vivian 
Loburton. the whole the book suitable for adults. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Hastings, Helen King and Jean Muir 

Little Widow Dangerous Thing 
Putnam. Sept. 25,1959. 255p. $3.50. (IIb) 
Miss Jean Muir has collaborated with the teller this 
tale putting her adventures paper. When Mrs. 
Hastings was widowed, her forties, she was left with 
500 head scrub cattle the Florida flatwoods. She 
decided keep the herd, and work herself, 
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saved for her son John. she also had secretarial 
job she was busy woman. 


spots the story not without humor and interest. 
Through flashbacks, the reader etched Mrs. 
Hasting’s background and apparently very happy mar- 
riage. Her son enters the story; later also meet his 
most acceptable fiancé, whom eventually mar- 
ried. 


great deal time devoted the stormy marriage 
young couple, Lili and Conrad, with whom Mrs. 
Hastings concerned. They are separated, and have 
in-law trouble, and are reconciled, and all the usual. 


The heroine pursued the cousin one her 
neighbors, one Peter Ignew, but the romance comes 
naught. tired the tangles with the animals, the 
rough outdoor living, and the friends who helped 
hindered, according their lights. 


Perhaps predisposition against animals made less 
than sympathetic with the story. But cannot think 
many reasons why the book should have been written 
all. True, does show the moral stamina 
woman alone, but unnecessarily vulgar spots, 
and only mildly amusing. 


you care about the castration bulls, the stealing 
hogs, you may like it. Me, couldn’t care less. 


Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Loblolly 
Crowell. 214p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Mr. Gilbreth, the well known author the best-selling 
Cheaper the Dozen, Yankee who has lived for 
many years that bastion the unreconstructed 
South, Charleston, South Carolina. represents that 
special breed Northerner who has become more 
Southern than the Southerners themselves; and his new 
novel charged with genuine fondness for the tradi- 
tions the region, sees both charm and pathos 
the spectacle those who cling the survivals 
vanishing way life. 


Loblolly simple narrative, told twelve-year-old 
boy, Izard Monette. Izard and his sister, Julien, born 
and reared New York City, come Charleston dur- 
ing the depression thirties after the death their 
parents. They move with their eccentric grand- 
mother, known variously “Duchess,” “Big Mamma,” 
and “Granny.” “Duchess,” use the title she prefers, 
big, bosomy woman her sixties, with amazing 
lavender-tinted hair; and she much addicted “per- 
petuating” things. Her favorite society, for example, 
the Organization Perpetuate Artifacts and Negro 
Hymns. She looks upon her grandchildren vaguely 
suspect; and has more than sneaking suspicion that 
they may Union spies, operating behind the lines. 
There are two other members the household: her 
brother Mr. Eleck Henri, whom she hasn’t spoken 
for years; and old Negro manservant, whose like has 
not been seen fiction for many moon for really 
‘knows his place,” and named (what else?) February. 


When “Duchess” goes off her annual summer holi- 
day the mountains North Carolina, the young 
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people, aided and abetted Mr. Eleck and February, 
open the old Monette mansion tourists and are doing 
land-office business when their grandmother returns. 
She highly indignant and the youngsters off 
Loblolly, Eleck’s dilapidated plantation, some miles 
from Charleston. Here, the three lead idyllic exist- 
ence; Julien falls love with young aristocrat who 
Rhodes scholar, (we really got culture South 
Carolina, boy!); there final reconsiliation with 
“Duchess”; and everybody presumably lives happily 
ever after. 


There are actually many admirable things this novel. 
Mr. Gilbreth has genuine flair for caricature; and 
“Duchess,” Mr. Eleck, and February are the best 
tradition. The portraits Charleston and the 
broken-down Loblolly plantation house are drawn with 
care and precision. There are interesting examples 
the Gullah dialect, peculiar Negroes along the South 
Carolina coastal plain. And there some genuine 
humor both dialogue and situation. Quite obviously 
the author “spoofing” somebody and something here 
despite his unquestioned sympathy for the gracious liv- 
ing the old South. And “spoofing” what 
hope is, maybe had better look around for job 


sense humor these days. 
Stephen Ryan,, PhD., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Wallace, Irving The Sins Philip Fleming 
Fell. Sept. 30,1959. 224p. $3.95. (IV) 
The author The Sins Philip Fleming provides the 
reader with rather staggering subtitle: compelling 
novel man’s intimate problem.” This “intimate 
problem” impotency, ailment not all new under 
the literary sun, readers Hemingway, Faulkner 
and Lawrence well know. The present novel’s plot 
centers itself about week attempted secret adulteries 
etween the hero the title and young widow, Peggy 
Degen, who, incidentally, also buys Fleming’s house 
for thirty-five thousand dollars. 


suggested somewhat confused fashion that 
Fleming’s difficulty lies sense guilt, which one 
can appreciate, also seduces the wife close 
friend, just prove himself that his problem isn’t 
organic one. addition, manages write the 
basis novel-scenario about Caroline Lamb, mistress 
Lord Byron. However, doesn’t complete until 
the weekend due his distractions. 


According author Irving Wallace, “honesty rather 
than desire for sensation compelled the writing this 
novel.” This mere publicity jargon. The novel 
badly written, contrived and, several places, down- 
right bad taste. The hero emerges one-sided sexual 
caricature and the conclusion which Fleming obtains, 
concurrently, carnal success with Peggy, ending for 
his Lamb story and recoup his faltering marriage 
wild unbelievable swoop literary causality 
even Philip himself could turn out. 


There little recommend the book any class 
reader. For the immature, borders sensationalism 
(though the author, somewhat defensively, maintains 
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otherwise); for the mature reader, amateurish and 
unreal. appears that Wallace, who has done credi- 
table non-fiction books, unable handle the theme 
and its necessary incisive treatment, for, all events, 
his first novel must called failure. 


William Lynch, M.A., 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Shelton, Jess Brood Fury 
Chilton. Oct. 413p. $4.95. (IIb) 

the Hatfield-McCoy saga other frontier feuds seem 
exaggerated bewildering, Jess Shelton’s latest novel 
will make such Americana wholly credible and alive. 
historical novel set Missouri during the nineteenth 
century, also richly variegated psychological study 
the sense blood among pioneer clan. The 
members range from fragile nymph brawling woods- 
men, but when family pride involved they all stand 
together blind, vindictive loyalty. 


four overlapping books, with some flashbacks and 
occasional annoyance the skipping about, the ac- 
count traces two generations vengeful fighting, aggra- 
vated opposing Civil War allegiances, between the 
Williamses and Landrys. From the time patriarchal 


Thomas Williams won the land from the Indians, his 
kin have farmed for making whiskey and have op- 
posed the encroachments their hated neighbors. 


Following marriage 1834 Sarah Prescott, Thomas’s 
son, Marcus, takes over both the Bourbeuse River land 


and the savage feuding his father. Sexually fearful 
and repelled her ferocious environment, Sarah comes 
hate her husband and his people before she retreats 
into semi-demented seclusion. But she bears four chil- 
dren carry the line and the fight: Marcus, tem- 
pestuous like his father; Jefferson, coldly thoughtful; 
George Allen, poetically inclined; and beautiful Ellen- 
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der, who sacrifies virginity and femininity living 
the terrible role Williams woman. 


diabolic indoctrination Sarah, old Thomas gives 
Marcus wedding present the seductive mulatto 
slave Mama Tika. Quickly she becomes his mistress, 
bears him Celeste, and displaces Sarah the affections 
the other children. Secretly she uses her power for 
revenge against her race’s white oppressors. 

When Marcus killed and Jefferson imprisoned during 
the Civil War, young Marcus inherits Mama Tika and 
leadership against Pete Landry and three other Yankee 
supporters who victimized his family. John Phillips 
added the proscribed list when seduces Ellender 
and then consorts with Marianne Landry. 

Fornication with Mama Tika Marcus and George, 
and with Celeste kinsman Hugh, leads in- 
ternal dissension. But their blooded duty holds the 
group together after Jefferson’s release they kill two 
sheriffs, John, and the Landry group before army 
detachment wipes out the male Williamses violent 
finale. 

Mere highlights cannot represent the great diversity 
interests added the teeming incidents this novel: 
attitude slave toward owner; conflict between incli- 
nation and sense duty; the North-South struggle 
the level the frontier settler; authentic dialogue and 
curiously typical viewpoints furiously clannish so- 
ciety; the achievement, with stylistic distinction, in- 
dividualized portraiture within the pattern family 
mentality. Here neither glamorizing the frontier 
nor sentimentalized characterization diamonds the 
rough developed library. Shelton writes con- 
vincingly his own country and its people with 
understanding that makes his story very human 
ment. The violence action and language, however, 


suggest adult readers. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Stow, Randolph the Islands 
Little, Brown. Sept. 29,1959. 204p. $3.50. (Ila) 

The British press was enthusiastic its reception 
Stow’s the Islands. But Americans, afraid, 
will find the story quite thin. 


Sixty-seven year old Heriot had spread civilization 
Australia with stockwhip. trying resign from 
the mission outpost which running for the govern- 
ment. 


relief seems sight. hits the native, Rex 
(who had run off with and been the death Heriot’s 
god-daughter) with rock. And thinking had killed 
Rex, Heriot takes off the Western wilds seek 
death (to travel the islands). 


Most the novel devoted Heriot’s “pilgrimage,” 
which accompanied the native Justin who 
supplies him with food—even with the horse that could 
have carried them back. Justin, however, manages 
return after having accompanied “Childe Roland 
the Dark Tower.” 


And there the story—at least most it. Heriot rep- 
resents the British colonizer who has gone pieces— 
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even religiously. The reader might have sympathized 
with Heriot, his previous struggles had been narrated. 
But there sympathy for person one does not 
know. 

Maybe the British like Stow’s restrained and occasional- 
felicitous prose. has kind poetic brevity, but 
there also amateurish timidity facing most 
situations and incidents, especially the religious crisis 
Heriot’s soul. 

Stow will hardly become popular the United States 
prose writer. demands too much effort for too 


little reward. 
Joachim Daleiden, 
Quincy College, 


Fere, Natala All Fathers 
Dutton. Sept. 15,1959. 208p. $3.50. 


All Fathers told the first person Nina. The 
one father she never knew was her own. Although 
this novel would appear the story her mother’s 
five marriages, the charm Nina herself she 
progresses from childhood young adulthood that 
catches the reader. Even small child Nina was 
more mature than her gay and lovely mother Didi 
whom the thought middle age was more horrifying 
than any other possible thought. Nina adored her 
mother, was passionately loyal her, the more 
she came understand Didi’s childish qualities, her 


fear age, her emotional insecurity. Didi changed her 


exterior with each her marriages, but Nina de- 
veloped. The White Russian who became her second 
father was magnificent playmate, and the three years 
lasted were the happiest Nina’s childhood. Father 
was renowned and temperamental concert pianist; 
was equally renowned and far 
Harley Street specialist whom Nina thoroughly de- 
spised. Knowing Didi she did, she recognized the 
imminence utterly impossible father #5, and 
with the faithful Fergie who had been their chauffeur 
through all her life, helped keep this marriage from 
happening. this point Nina met and solved one 
the most difficult possible problems for one her age. 
love with older and very understanding man who 
was love with her mother, Nina had adjust 
accepting the role father the man whom her 
secret dreams for long time, she had planned marry 
herself soon she grew up. this whole French 
pouf, Nina emerges one the nicest young people 
around between book covers these days. All 
Fathers pleasant and amusing reading. With the 
exception its acceptance the repeated marriage- 
divorce-remarriage routine, this can generally recom- 
mended for light entertainment. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Carse, Robert The Cage Love 
Fell. Sept. 224p. $3.95. (IV) 


what undoubtedly one the most trivial story- 
lines ever concocted, Johnny Hall, aspiring tennis 
player, meets and falls love with Kathy Bertzen, 
daughter wealthy hotel man. Courtship inter- 
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rupted some military service consequence. 
Later the couple live together week-ends; Johnny hurts 
his shoulder the finals the National Intercollegi- 
ates; they marry, Johnny’s dream greatness the 
courts dissipated. becomes pro country club, 
where extra-marital temptations are plentiful. Then 
Kathy’s father buys them Florida motel, which 
they fail. The father again sets them “fabu- 
lous” resort off the coast Central America. Johnny’s 
hatred the wealthy Greek owner, plus the revival 
some mainland temptation, brings the thing some 
sort climax and the opus ends with the married 
lovers reconciled and headed home for reality. 


The tennis background merely gimmick set off 
the sex. The story futile, the characters are 
importance; the narrative and dialogue styles are atro- 
cious. All all, one the worst works ever written 
and published and thoroughly uncommendable. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Mehdevi, Anne Sinclair 
Knopf. Sept. 21,1959. 275p. $4.00. 


Author Mehdevi has set out deliberately create 
Charlie Chaplin type character and has succeeded ad- 
mirably. Don Chato bumbling doctor, thirty-five 
and unmarried, Spanish fishing town, nobody 
with artificial flower his buttonhole and strut. 
The sobriquet Don Chato itself enough identify 
him kind divine fool. His name signifies what 
is: “Chato” means snub-nosed, but always de- 
mands called “don,” Spanish gentleman. 


Chato’s meager education hardly merits him the title 
médico, but dispenses his advice and medicines 
selflessly with amusing combination pedantic hesi- 
tancy and dignified authority. receives occa- 
sional chicken basket vegetables for his pains and 
his touchy sense honor forbids him send out bills. 
therefore owes everybody who turn owes every- 
body else. were not for the arrival American 
tourist, Eva, this curious economy would have con- 
tinued indefinitely the satisfaction the whole vil- 
lage. 

Don Chato’s life changed when meets Eva, 
forthright realist who came Spain search 
romance. She takes Chato for the dashing caballero 
claims and her touching sympathy and gulli- 
bility leads his undoing. Romance quickly set 
aside for practicalities. Eva devises plan secure 
fine position for Don Chato Mexico and assents 
were another his daily dreams, something 
just talk about. Eva’s desire for results and Chato’s 
eventual proud determination set out this Mexi- 
can venture drives him beyond the limits fantasy 
normally tolerated the townspeople. Life begins 
collapse about him his creditors begin close and 
his one stabilizing influence, bedraggled sister, aban- 
dons him marry the town smuggler. The reader’s 
first notion that the “stunning climax” promised 
the book’s jacket baffling the light the otherwise 
cleverly wrought plot. 

easy see that the author’s intention identify 
the reader this portrait Chato Everyman, with 


Don Chato 
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his many devices for self-deception, his little tricks 
through which everyone sees, his infuriating, en- 
chanting dreams, and his unwillingness compromise 
with reality. One comes love him for the bravery 
his illusions. What first seems disappointing 
the climax becomes second thought fitting denoue- 
ment the life this latter day Don Quixote. 


Brother Gabriel, 

Salle College, 

Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, 
Philippines 


Selby, John Few Short Blocks Between 
Crowell. Sept. 21,1959. 325p. $4.50. (IIb) 


The few short blocks titularly featured are between the 
penitentiary and the Missouri statehouse, where Marion 
Byrd governor about 1900 with the help Mollie, 
his efficient wife and manager. They also symbolize 
the narrow path allowed even honest politician 
public that exacts stricter ethics than practices. 


When daughter Dora’s secret alcoholism and seduction 
Wick Bromfield jeopardize both the family reputa- 
tion and the coming election, the parents are forced 
find money for quick marriage and honeymoon abroad 
during the pregnancy. solution “loan” 
from traction capitalist Winchester return for legis- 
lation favored anyway the governor but opposed 
competitive interests. 
Matters badly both Copenhagen and Missouri. 
Dora’s drinking steady disgrace that begins filtering 
back home. Marion accidentally kills negro boy, and 
the cover-up story makes him additionally vulnerable. 
The real crisis comes when private-eye Anderson un- 
covers most the story and attempts blackmail just 
when the senatorial election seems assured. 
Some stalwart friends rally Marion’s aid and dispose 
Anderson, but Dora’s Danish career still cloud. 
Friend Livia and Dr. Thorvaldsen begin clearing the 
latter problem sanitarium after miscarriage pre- 
cipitated drunken escapade, when suddenly Dora 
eliminates herself mistaking bottle cyanide for 
whiskey. The road then plainly leads not the peni- 
tentiary but the Senate. 
The story obviously and laudably pleads that the public 
concedes too little private life and normal human fail- 
ings its servants insisting freedom even sus- 
picion impurity. The effectiveness this sympathe- 
tically inviting persuasion, however, somewhat im- 
paired several ingredients that not quite jell. The 
contrived ending, Marion’s excessively bewildered in- 
capacity, variety stiffly drawn subordinates, and 
unreal set family relationships give Erewhonian 
stamp story that needs strong, convincing realism. 
One never really bites his nails over the governor’s 
misfortunes and future. The occasionally effective lines 
Mollie and Dora, and the hectic European adven- 
ture—which threatens subordinate the main story— 
not suffice raise the novel distinction from its 
generally workmanlike level. The result piece 
competent writing, never amateurish obtrusively 
weak, with theme somewhat beyond its reach. Dora, 
course, limits the book adults. 

George Grauel, Ph.D. 
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Hardy, Lindsay The Grand Duke and Mr. Pimm 
Harper. Sept. 30,1959. $3.50. 


One wonders why this amusing, frothy novel with 
Riviera setting being published September; would 
make ideal mid-summer reading, preferably easy 
chair hammock the lawn, with cool drink—a 
glass iced champagne vin rosé, say—close hand. 


The plot unimportant. revolves mainly around 
sly, jolly urbane scoundrel, Mr. Timothy Pimm. 
specialty providing rich women with ideal husbands, 
return for fat commission paid the suc- 
cessful bridegrooms. meet him Cannes, where 
has rented villa for the season, surrounded 
exotic group assistants: his chauffeur Eddie, 
American ex-boxer; his French cook Danielle, Italian 
handyman named Carlo. 


Pimm’s present scheme involves the marrying off 
lovely American heiress, Annabelle (Madcap) Mehaf- 
fey, personable young man known Duke Henri 
Gross-Mechlenstein. part this elaborately 
arranged match, Pimm recruits young Englishman, 
Julian Soames, who his uppers and about 
expelled for nonpayment whopping hotel bill. 
Julian agrees apply chauffeur the Mehaffey 
villa, where his job will that “inside man,” 
reporting Pimm Duke Henri’s progress winning 
the fair Annabelle’s affections. 

Julian, who too softhearted for his perfidious role, 
comes against the two “dragons” guarding Anna- 
belle, her ‘Aunt Matilda and her secretary, attractive 
girl named Peggy. luck would have it, promptly 
falls love with Peggy and she with him. Meanwhile, 
serious complication arises: Some ruthless bandits led 
German tough also have their eyes Annabelle. 
They kidnap here and take her off Tangier their 
private cruiser, planning extract million dollars 
ransom. 

But the “good” bandits led Mr. Pimm take the 
field like knights shining armor, eager redeem their 
besmirched honor and rescue the fair and wealthy 
damsel distress. surprise denouement, all ends 
for the best the best all possible worlds. 


Summing up: the style perky and humorous; the 
carefree, amoral Riviera atmosphere well captured; 
characterizations are the Wodehouse tradition. 


Robert Cunningham, 
Maryknoll Publications, 
Maryknoll, New York 


Wellard, James The Affair Arcady 
Reynal. Sept. 312p. $3.95. (IIb) 

James Wellard’s ninth novel, The Affair Arcady, 
relentlessly plotted story. certainly not 
drama critic stated the Glasgow Herald. 


Clive Marshall, thirty-eight, writing the history 
the Tylers Tyler County, interrupted 
tap the window. The tapper twenty-year-old 
Abbie Tyler, who has come for her clothes order 
elope. She does get far her estate Virginia, 
where her step-father meets her and influences het 
male friend disappear. Thereupon Abbie throws 
herself upon Clive. 
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the previous year, Abbie had fallen love with Gil 
Latour (who had Negro blood). Borman was 
called the family investigate Latour. And pre- 
sumably for $2,500 and the hand widow Tyler( the 
mother Abbie) Borman had Latour murdered. 


After Abbie returned Arcady Tyler County, she 
pursued Clive trip Chicago. Borman followed 
and broke into Clive’s room see who was there. 
Shortly thereafter, Abbie became engaged Chuck 
Rogers. Clive took trip Italy try win back 
his actress wife. 


his return Chicago, Clive met Abbie,, was 
threatened private detectives not elope with her, 
and was escorted Arcady. (The two had intended 
fly Italy and marry—after Abbie had explained 
Clive that Borman had raped her and that her life had 
become hating defiance him.) 


argument with Borman, Clive won the right 
finish his history cabin belonging the Tylers. 
There few days before their marriage Abbie and 
Chuck visit him: Abbie reaffirm her love for Clive 
and Chuck get dead drunk. few days later Abbie 
returned. Clive, sensing danger, went for walk. Bor- 
man pursued Abbie the cabin and Abbie shot him 


and herself. 


Except for the Italian interlude, which most interest- 
ing, the story holds together well and contains deal 
suspense. There not much character analysis, but 
the reader feels that gets know the main char- 


acters quite well. Arcady depressing Italy 


exhilarating. 


The philosophy and ethic are materialistic; the action, 
naturalistic. There quite lot abuse God’s 
name and some vulgarity and obscenity. But discrimi- 
nating adults might like the story because points 
the clay feet and foully soiled hands that many “great” 


pioneers had. 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M. 


Random House. Sept. 24,1959. 184p. $3.50. (IIb) 


There taut and terse drive Humes’ newest 
short thesis, Men Die, which lends great deal in- 
terest and readability its triangle plot. This 
equal-sided triangle, and includes aging naval 
commander, Bonuso Severn Hake, his cynical aide, Ben 
Dolfus, and the intensely beautiful commander’s wife, 
Vanessa, replete with Freudian father-images. The 
corners widen new young naval lieutenant, Everett 
Sulgrave, introduced. The corners close Sulgrave 
ecomes assistant the commander, admiring friend 
the aide, and finally, lover Vanessa. constant 
impact, was never equally proportioned form; 
tesolves thin line Sulgrave lives through the 
catastrophe that kills the commander and the aide and, 
leaving Vanessa, faces the fact his immediate par- 
ticipation war. 


This imminent war, and the brooding fear total 
destruction while life maintained Caribbean 
ammunition depot, lends tragic aspect. The status 
quo the rock-bound Manacle Cay shattered the 
accidental holocaust which decimates the shoals, with 


223 


the exception Lieutenant Sulgrave and six colored 
prisoners. The tangled threads the principals are 
unwound the lone white survivor, faces 
unknown future. 

The story employs several devices maintain reader 
interest admirable display. Told retrospect, and 
fluctuating present interests, the constantly revised 
pace adds the enlargement events that not 
obscured the device. There constant imbalance 
either side past and future, recollection happy 
days and shuddering fear unknown shattering for- 
tunes. One unique device seldom found narrative 
novel this type quasi-poetic stream-of-conscious- 
ness insert strategic moments. achieves characteri- 
zation and outlines more emotional phrases tempera- 
ment and stress than prose might do. And well, 
lends variety the closely-knit format and style. 


reflection, surprising recall the numerous 
condensed bits human interest, local color, and 
human reactions that crowd the pages. com- 
petent artist, there brilliancy Mr. Humes’ use 
etch scene. admirable talent and its designed 
use enhances mediocre plot. 


Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Rosten, Leo The Return Hyman Kaplan 
Harper. Sept. 16,1959. 192p. $3.50. 


The greatest triumph Leo Rosten not that has 
made Hyman Kaplan once eminently attractive and 
consistently irritating but that has made Kaplan 
and all his classmates utterly real. The world the 
American Night Preparatry School for Adults 
world broken accents and fractured grammar, 
world which courageous people try something 
about their touchingly inadequate grasp English 
never completely alien once have lived through 
.Rosten’s account life with Hyman Kaplan. 


Kaplan, adult immigrant search knowledge, ap- 
peared among some years ago and fascinated readers 
learned (slowly), cooperated with chided his 
classmates, and alternately amused and exasperated his 
teacher. This the second volume about Kaplan, who 
still dominating the beginners’ grade the School 
for Adults, and excellent piece work. Each 
anecdote the series almost perfectly formed and 
put forth with remarkable feeling for detail and econ- 
omy language. good have Hyman Kaplan 
with again. 

Mr. Rosten’s people are artistic creations the best 
tradition; the students Mr. Parkhill have varied back- 
grounds but their basic problem unites them—they ex- 
ercise very little power over the English language. Each 
one them complete individual, that typicality 
kept minimum, yet each one sends out echoes, 
each way symbol, that all the toil the 
immigrant keep self-respect and overcome the 
the microcosm classroom. Pathos, minor tragedy, 
tiny victories have resonances which the reader feels 
because goes right into the class. These people are 
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not, for the moment, looking outward; they are keenly 
alive and contented with the arena which, indi- 
vidually and collectively, they are struggling master 
amorphous, wildly idiosyncratic language. The class 
may low the scale organized education but 
human nature its magnificence there, skillfully re- 
vealed Rosten. Recommended all readers. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Buell, John The Pyx 
Farrar, Straus and Cudahy. Sept. 16, 1959. 174p. $3.50. 


This first novel and strange one. technique 
unusual, not just because alternates between past 
and present but because the clever way which 
reveals the present through living detective and the 
past through dead girl. unusual its restraint, 
handling with delicacy theme that might have led 
many author into sensationalism. eerie its 
conclusion that makes diabolism stand out all 
its ugly reality the midst twentieth-century agnos- 
ticism. has some power, but remains rather frail; 
has reality but still seems little unreal. 


John Buell has obviously aimed his book people who 
are Catholics know Catholicism and for such 
audience has chosen touchy subject—the life and 
death prostitute. should made clear immedi- 
ately, however, that there very little the lurid 
the book. The girl murdered the outset the 
story and the narrative consists slow but skillful 
reconstruction the events leading her death. 
Through the work the detective and through the re- 
flections the girl the eve her demise, learn 
her gradual addiction drugs and her accepting 
prostitution means obtaining money demanded 
her expensive habit. -She has become part 
organized vice and sees escape; she goes her way, 
keeping the appointments made for her, secure her 
assurance steady supply narcotics, and working 
unconsciously toward death caused her heroic 
choice good when she confronted with supreme 
evil. story that has much the pain and 
fragment the glory real tragedy. The girl lives 
world pervaded evil, evil unquestioningly accepted 
and reduced merciless commerce which there 
decency, honesty, only malevolence. Her own 
reserve elemental goodness remains believable the 
midst this malice and her triumphant death the 
tradition tragic catharsis, though catharsis 
crudely achieved. 

Actually, Mr. Buell’s theme the basic heroism 
man grand one; but his book, though good, frail 
rather than grand: has not gone deeply enough into 
his people and events. The treatment all the 
surface and succeeds giving satisfaction the reader 
what implies rather than what enuntiates. 
Then, too ,the character the girl defeats her creator. 
Shunning the lurid, commendably did, Mr. Buell 
faced difficult task portraying prostitute. has 
succeeded showing the good side the girl’s mind, 
and deserves high praise for making her realistic and 
unsentimental; the other hand, never makes 
clear the terrible sordidness her prostitution. 
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Graham Greene and, times, Bruce Marshall have felt 
keenly the struggle for goodness the hearts men 
pushed into evil circumstances; order dramatize 
that struggle, they have concocted weird plots and 
bizarre situations. Such method comparatively 
easy but manages achieve the profundity for 
which the novelist should strive. Mr. Buell has talent, 
has shown this novel his delineation the 
world organized vice, actually existing all around 
its unrelieved, relentless horror. this talent 
should able step out the Greene-Marshall path 
and create reality out the stuff life. 


William Hill, 


One Hour 
Sept. 440p. $5.00. (IV) 


Several years ago Lillian Smith won 


Smith, Lillian 
Harcourt, Brace. 


riety with her first published novel, Strange 
ing with miscegenation. Despite extremely slender 
plot, this, her second novel, contains enough the 
sordid, sensational, and perverse enable rival 
its predecessor and quickly reach the best-seller 
will please only those who regard themselves 
“modern” and “enlightened” their 
morals.. 


One little more than sophisticated soap opera 
dealing with subject matter that the radio and television 
product must eschew. it, young, handsome, and 
successful Dr. Channing, researcher into the cause 
cancer, accused eight-year-old girl having 
made immoral advances her. Subsequently charge 
brought against him the child’s father, then 
dropped. His thirteen-year-old son dies blizzard 
searching his mind for the fine image had had 
his father, and last Dr. Channing and his wife are 
hounded out town group ignorant and 
warped guardians public morality. After their 
parture mob destroys their house. 


Related mostly through narrator, the story told with 
innumerable digressions: almost soon new 
acter introduced, learn from him about the 
matic (often perverse) experiences his past, appar- 
ently way explaining (often with sinister Freudian 
overtones) why is. Indeed, one theme 
this book the difficulty impossibility escaping 
one’s past—of the past determinant self. Occa- 
sionally character—usually the narrator young 
clergyman the Episcopal Church—will wrestle with 
questions personal responsibility and conscience, but 
these struggles are not made convincing meaningful. 


And, serious defect, the clergyman-narrator never 
quite convincing clergyman. Rather resembles 
personable young athlete physically attractive despite 
artificial leg, (he lost leg parachute jump 
ing World War II), masquerading clerical garb and 
mouthing words appropriate member the cloth. 
one point wonders why his sermons (which 
writes out!) make little impression his 
the platitudinous samples given provide sufficient 
answer. 


introducing the subject intolerance born 
ance, Miss Smith has worthy theme; yet her han- 
dling she unconvincing and offensive. She 
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attempting tell something about human 
nature. One her characters expresses this some- 
thing when says, “The trouble with the whole world 
today that nearly everybody wants find somebody 
more cruel, debased, more moral sleepwalker than 
they Channing, the other hand, “believed 
people are basically reasonable and just, therefore 
would cleared even though was now living 
level human affairs where men rarely be- 
have reasonably and rarely are former view 
prevails: cruelty, debasement, and moral somnambu- 
lism abound this work. 


its needless emphasis the sordid and its natural- 
istic presuppositions, One Hour distorts human nature; 
the picture presents true neither mankind 
general nor, one suspects, even the avant-garde 
upper-class types that presents. Possessing specious 
profundity, the current vein sensational, vio- 
lent, naturalistic novels that win wide reading audi- 
ences for time and are soon forgotten. The discrimi- 
nating reader will not bother with it. 


John Phillipson, Ph.D., 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 


Abercrombie, The Little Difference 
Doubleday. Sept. 207p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Vivian Mudge, occasional London model 


and actress, becomes fascinated—in Abercrombie’s 


The Little Difference—by the noble ideals the teach- 
ing profession and secures position the Bardley 
Freedom School, girls’ boarding school, order 
hear the inspiring greeting “Good Morning, Miss 
Her disillusionment comes immediately upon 
walking into her first class the cacophany random 
squealing and the nickname “Smudge.” 
sexless, non-alcoholic traditions are duly shattered 
Vivian she introduces sherry wine into the quiet re- 
cesses the Lodge, the residence for teachers, and 
she meets and has various hayloft trysts with hand- 
some Dennis Butterworth, who lives nearby farm. 
Her sanity otherwise maintained periodic trips 
London and the familiar sophisticates the publishing 
world, including one Garnett Hatfull, man several 
wives, lives and loves. Humorously out place this 
latter domain “affaires,” naive Laura Lafleur, 
the Bardley faculty. Laura has seriously written novel 
love, and has asked Vivian bring Garnett’s 
much Laura’s chagrin. Laura resigns herself life 
Bardley; Vivian asked resign from Bardley; 
Dennis joins the Merchant Navy; and Garnett relin- 
quishes another wife form alliance with Vivian. 


satire staid girls’ school conventions, The Little 
Difference hilarious; superficial story sophisti- 
cated caprices, the book smooth and slick. Contrast- 
ing certain cross-sections “civilization,” Miss Aber- 
crombie displays keen literary ingenuity, lightly pre- 
senting life might be, but certainly without any 
implication how ought be. 
George Perry, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Kastle, Herbert Camera 
Simo nand Schuster. Sept. 1959. 339p. $4.50. (IV) 


Henny Girado thinks that friend his has perhaps 
understood his character: “Marv Weister, friend 
mine, once pointed out that I’m two different people; 
sometimes I’m hip and sometimes I’m square. said 
straddle the daddy-o and part plain 
daddy.” Henny talking new-found love, Sandy 
Bogen, the daughter very successful fellow photog- 
rapher. Sandy isn’t satisfied with this examination 
Henny’s character. She disagrees: one can all 
hip all square—no intelligent person, that is. What 
fits for wild night with the music playing, the wine 
flowing and the sex glands operating doesn’t fit for 
bright afternoon the park with child—especially 
your own child.” 


There are very few bright afternoons the park 
Mr. Kastle’s Camera; most the scenes are lighted arti- 
ficially the studios owned Richie Morden where 
Henny, Les Bogen, Laird Drake, and Van Roberts are 
photographers. Henny never has enough money. 
must support his little daughter, Sylvia, and knows 
that the cost for her support greater because the 
child’s mother died childbirth. 


Les Bogen the most successful photographer Mod- 
ern Studios, and his success extends less his 
capacity for seducing the young models who pose for 
his pictures. While has compunction about vio- 
lating these young women who seem easily 
violated, Les Bogen protects his 
daughter, Sandy, student Columbia, the security 
and luxury the Bogen Peekskill mansion, fifty miles 
from the Manhattan studios. Louise, his wife, 
neglects completely. Almost great his ravenous 
appetite for women his determination prevent 
Sandy from learning about his lustful habits. the 
studios are off-limits for her, and perhaps that why 
she wants investigate that part her father’s life. 


The clash the novel develops when Sandy visits the 
studio and, though using assumed name, shown 
through the premises the obliging Henny. Bogen 
furious when learns this, but even more vio- 
lently enraged when discovers Sandy the Peekskill 
home making love the thirty-five-year-old Henny. 
The advances this affair are Sandy’s more than they 
are Henny’s. first her motive certainly flaunt 
her rejection Les Bogen’s possessiveness. Bogen 
threatens wreck Henny’s career dates Sandy 
again; then tries bribe Henny into ignoring Sandy’s 
ardent proposals. The clash over the girl reaches its 
peak office party, wild brawl involving all the 
important characters the book, which Bogen 
realizes that Sandy can happy only with Henny. 
The lusts and ambitions all the people Camera 
seem explode this scene, destroying the appear- 
ance cooperation that previously controlled everyone. 
Thereafter, ironically, Les Bogen unaccountably at- 
tracted his wife, and the novel ends decides 
might not bad idea have second child her. 


This long summary what really rather simple 
plot: there are few characters and little complexity. 
The novel expanded Mr. Kastle’s descriptions 
drinking bouts and love scenes. the life seems arti- 
ficial, its narration just unconvincing. The novelist 
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weakest, perhaps, examining explaining the 
motivation his creatures. Conscience scorned 
just ignored. Morality outdated. And while the 
novelist might argue that the sexual liberties his 
characters not exceed the licenses taken their 
actual counterparts Manhattan’s studios, 
the impression that Mr. Kastle too often introduces 
lusty scenes either because enjoys writing them 
because anticipates that they will sell Camera. 
describing these excesses, reporting the conversa- 
tions debauched characters, the author employs the 
“hip” tongue Henny and his co-linguists whenever 
wishes, and does not shy away from using the 
crudest utterences the gutter. 


Joseph Wolff, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Sayres, William Sonotaw 
Simon and Schuster. Sept. 1959. 217p. $3.50. (IIb) 


The Sonotaws are tribe Canadian Indians; Bill 
Sayres Ph.D. anthropology (’53) from Harvard. 
corrupt analogy: these Indians behave style 
that would have fascinated Dr. Johnson and Sayres 
they have found their Boswell. 


first novel, Sonotaw real rib-busting delight. 
Many incidents are superbly incisive—in economy 
statement and penetration wit—that the tears 
laughter rolled down cheeks. Some passages re- 
read three times and each time the dimensions 
enjoyment were increased. 


What’s all about! skeletal outline does little justice 
the author’s treatment his material: young 
archeologist, Bill, visits the Sonotaw reservation. 
interested studying the Indian society. The Secre- 
tary the reservation, white man named Kolter, 
whom Bill has come see, has disappeared. The 
action concerned with Bill’s efforts locate Kolter. 
This search not easy one because everyone the 
reservation—especially the Indians—seem want 
prevent Bill from finding Kolter. 


But this not mystery Sayres keeps the reader cleverly 
suspense Bill comes tantalizingly close the truth. 
The author much more concerned with the extraordi- 
narily unique creations some key Indian characters. 
The most startling Clamber: North Woods Charley 
Weaver. loves talk and what says some 
the funniest narration I’ve read since very early 
Allen Smith Thurber. Adonis, the gin-maker, 
runs him close second; also Junie, Clamber’s wife; 
and Hennie, the nymphomaniac (it’s tribute Sayres’ 
skill that her attempts lure Bill are ludicrous and 
laughable, never smutty and licentious: mean trick!). 
Very irreverently but precisely illuminated are some 
the Sisters the Indian school (Sister Buldock, who 
runs the dispensary, gem!). These and many more 
are “characters” the best sense the word: uniquely 
individual humans who act and react terms their 
own dimensions, not manipulated for the sake plot. 


addition: despite the comic breadth there wisdom 
and depth understanding the tragic mis-handling 
our American Indians, the degradation their self- 


Best 


esteem result sequestration the reservations, 
the misplaced charity which makes them irrespon- 
sible (but feeling) wards government which makes 
effort understand the intrinsic nature their 
plight. These—and many other sobering reflections— 
Bill Sayres manages communicate commedia 
dell ’arte improvisation, the art which hidden 
skillfully this talented, professional performer. 


Sonotaw gasser! rare find! And recommend 
all adults. Max Shulman should live long 
this witty and entertaining. 


John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 
Fast, Howard The Winston Affair 


The scene the China-Burma-India theatre during 
World War II. Second Lieutenant Charles Winston 
the Army shoots and kills Sergeant Arnold 
Quinn the British Army. Since the Americans and 
British share control this military area and since the 
feeling between the two groups far from harmonious, 
the murder Quinn takes considerable importance 
and the tension between the two Allies. 
number witnesses have seen the murder and Winston 
readily confesses his guilt. Both the American and 
British top brass are anxious have Winston executed 
that the tensions created the episode may 
While both groups desire Winston’s death, the 
American officials wish give least the appearance 
fair trial. General Kempton assigns young Barney 
Adams the case. Kempton wants Winston con- 
victed; but realizes that Adams defends Winston, 
one can claim that the trial was rigged. When 
Adams investigates learns from psychiatrist, Major 
Kaufman, that Winston suffering from dementia 
paranoides. Winston has fantasy being im- 
Portant person the winning the war. Quinn, 
close companion Winston, had ridiculed his preten- 
sions, and Winston had come regard Quinn the 
symbol the imaginary persecutions faced and thus 
killed the Englishman. Kaufman certified that Win- 
insane, but had been overruled his super- 
ior, Colonel Burton. When Adams has put all the 
facts together and presents them the military court, 
Winston found not guilty reason insanity. 


Mr. Fast’s thesis admirable. saying that the 
right fair trial and the system law which guar- 
antees this right every man must always main- 
tained. But while the moral the book splendid, 
Mr. Fast’s execution the novel much too 
trived and obvious. quite apparent early 
stage the book that Winston insane and that 
will acquitted; hence the trial and Adam’s researches 
seem unnecessary and anti-climactic. trial 
rigged but this book is; and the manipulation shows 
badly. Adam’s brief encounter with nurse Kate Soren- 
likewise too simple and unreal. The Winston 
Affair, short, literary example the principle 
that the end does not justify the means. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 
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Hodder-Williams, Christopher Chain Reaction 
Doubleday. 240p. $3.95. 

When little girl’s anemia was diagnosed really 
type leukemia due radiation exposure, and some 
her photographer-father’s unused film, kept 
kitchen cupboard, showed that can beans was 
radioactive, the members and experts the British 
Atomic Development Commission were called into 
extraordinary sessions. Fooled false lead, because 
Alec Manson’s negligence, they first thought the 
radioactive contaminant the steel the can; 
but because Dick Sinnel’s acuity they found the 
beans, then traced the sugar, the storage site for 
which was region Scotland where the ADC had 
run abortive reactor which had been closed down 
when threatened get out hand. This was known 
Project Then rapid order were implicated pre- 
pared coffee and chocolate, the last indicating that 
contamination was still occurring and that the country 
was faced with the possibility all food produced from 
materials that area being contaminated. 


Again Dick Sinnel found the clue that linked the con- 
tamination Project and was finally discovered 
that Manson’s negligence had caused the whole affair. 


This excellently written and developed story 
incident which might well occur. The novel can 
read with profit all classes readers. 

L.N. 


Half Moon Haven 
Random House. Sept. 21,1959. 185p. $3.00. (IIb) 


The theme this novelette surely off-beat. con- 
cerns Mr. Delaney and his work Half Moon Haven, 
for mentally retarded boys. pedestrian 
tale that shows Mr. Delaney trying change, only 
little, the state system educating and training 
these social misfits chiefly brute force. 


Dr. Pitkin, the administrator, Dickension character 
who adores the status quo, are many other adults 
this story. knows the physical abuse his 
patients but not officially. Mrs. Greisinger, the matron, 
Mr. Turnispeed, Mr. Flagg, Joe DiAngelo, and Billy 
Joe Maddox are all institution veterans who believe 
one system: firm, get tough. Escobar, Holly Kidde, 
Frank Moravic, Moonhead are few the pitiful in- 
mates who parade across the realistic pages this tale 
seldom-explored area our society. Midway 
through the story attachment springs between 
Billy Joe Maddox and Holly Kidde; and, though Billy 
Joe thinks for time adopting the boy, nothing comes 
it. 

The grotesque life Half Moon Haven unbelievable. 


their celebration Hallowe’en and Christmas 


sharded with splinters lust, frustration, defeat. 


Eventually, Delaney leaves this world shadow and 
travels west. tries get Billy Joe join him 
his next job hospital attendant Granada State 
Hospital California, but Maddox refuses. leave 

hitch-hiking his last few miles trailer 


Martin Russ has sensitive ear for conversation and 
can expertly weave atmosphere dismalness and 
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doom. jolts the reader, however, with his asides, 
mainly symbolic, and few raw words usually found 
scrawled back fences. This novel for adult 
readers only, only few whom will attracted it. 


Brother Gerald Edward, 
Good Counsel High School, 
Silver Springs, Maryland 


* a + 


The Rack 
414p. 


Ellis, 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. 

Hailed the occasion its publication England 
last year as, “the book the year,” work sombre 
power,” and “quite possibly masterpiece,” quote 
few the almost ecstatic British reviews, Mr. Ellis’ 
over-long and over-clinical novel now makes its Ameri- 
can bow. the absolute height effrontery dis- 
pute the critical judgments such giants Cyril Con- 
nolly, Pritchett, and Kenneth Tynan; but this 
found The Rack something less than admi- 
rable. 


Here have the story tubercular Englishman, 
Paul Davenant, ex-infantry captain, ex-Cambridge stu- 
dent, who patient sanatorium the French 
Alps. His lungs are badly diseased; and from the 
earliest chapters the book are certain that will 
never cured. follow Paul, and his fellow suf- 
ferers, through some three years treatment, alter- 
nating hope and despair; and the book ends, 
leave him, deprived the only reason for living, the 
young Belgian girl whom loves, the inevitable 
death which has loomed large behind the entire 
work. 


Mr. Ellis, whom this reviewer knows nothing, writes 
with painful detail the sufferings the victims 
dread disease; and his descriptions the brutal treat- 
ment patients: the injections, the “pneumothorax,” 
the “aspirations” are obviously the result 
hand knowledge that one cannot but conclude that the 
novelist has been himself either patient physician 
T.B. sanatorium. This grim, powerful stuff; but 
there too much it; and the shock effect gives way 
annoyance before the book half-completed. 


What can one say the There are passages 
sheer lyric beauty; there are moving descriptions 
suffering; there are lines successfully macabre that 
one thinks Poe. There are, the other hand, sec- 
tions the novel written such strangely involved, 
tortured English that the reader feels that the author 
either foreigner struggling with the intricacies 
strange, unfamiliar language; deliberately playng 
some sort esoteric joke the reading public. 
warning: better brush your French. Long pas- 
sages dialogue are that language. And, you 
have recently suffered from serious illness have 
ever been confined for long time hospital, give 
The Rack wide berth; could prove rather 
terrible experience. 

reviewers are permitted confess, this one would 
like state that The Rack has troubled him great 
deal. feels that has missed something it, that 
really important novel for which was the 
time reading neither emotionally conditioned nor 
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properly disposed. There are elements greatness 
it; and, after suitable lapse time, will get second 
reading. One wishes that there were opportunities for 
second review; might well read quite differently 
from this. For rather obvious reasons, this work suit- 


able only for adults. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D. 


Jones, Carter Brooke The White Band 
Funk and Wagnalls. Sept. 29, 1959. 334p. $4.50. (Ila) 


The Supreme Court decision May, 1954, ordering 
desegregation all public schools “with all deliberate 
speed” caused Southern tempers rise and resulted 
many disorderly scenes where attempts were made 
enroll Negro children all-white schools. did not, 
however, result the resurgence the Klux Klan 
the rise any similar organization advocating 
white supremacy. fact many Soutern educators who 
have expressed themselves the segregation issue have 
been the opinion that the integration program would 
have proceeded peacefully and successfully the South 
had been let alone. The intervention outsiders 
aroused the ire noisy minority red-necks and 
poorwhites who Robert Penn Warren puts it, “just 
had better than something.” practically all 
cases violence the hooligan element was fault. 


Now Mr. Carter Brooke Jones, the author The White 
Band, presents fictionalized account the segregation 
problem one the Southern States. has, 


fact, built structure fiction foundation fact 
and the result may well distorted picture which 


things appear worse than they are. 

The White Band, author Jones imagines it, was or- 
ganized group Southern gentlemen preserve 
not just the Southern way life but the white way 
life, the white, American, Protestant-Christian way 
life. The movement found favor with white Protestant 
Americans everywhere. Applications poured from 
the South, the North, the West. matter fact 
the White Band was essentially racket. The gentle- 
men who organized had counted substantial 
reutrn from initiation fees and annual dues. They had 
persuaded the Honorable Joseph Duffield, Junior Sena- 
tor for their State, leave Washington and become 
Grand Protector The White Band. The Senator 
was half ashamed his association with the Band but 
could not resist the promise large share the 
profits. was also embarrassed the presence 
town Ned Tarver, Negro lawyer from New York. 
Duffield and Tarver had been law school together 
and now they were the leaders opposing forces. 
Tarver had come South representative the 
League for Racial Justice encourage the Negroes 
sue for their rights under the law. was persona- 
non-grata say the least but Duffield had not wanted 
him harmed. Nevertheless, group Bandsmen de- 
cided seize Tarver and “work him over.” The climax 
the book reached when Tarver meets his death 
the hands his assailants. Duffield’s first impulse was 
resign head the Organization but, the book 
ends, preparing statement exonerating the White 
Band from complicity the death Tarver. 


literary work The White Band will not capture 
any awards. The characters generally lack vitality and 
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their conversations are often stilted and 
haps the greatest fault the author’s conception the 
White Band itself. One wonders whether the art 
fiction prudently employed when used aggra- 
vate actual and already critical state affairs. 


Carter Brooke Jones has been newspaper work for 
many years and now book critic for the Washington 
Evening Star. The White Band his first novel. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Masselink, Ben The Crackerjack Marines 
Little, Brown. 275p. $3.75. 


The barrage war novels shelling from all sides 
publishers’ row makes realize that the time now 
come when must examine every piddling aspect 
The Great War, from the halls the Pentagon the 
shores Lake Superior. The Crackerjack Marines 
opens the day infamy bar Washington and 
closes one year later bar the CTO (Chicago 
Theater Operations). Most the interim “combat” 
takes place bars and around Chicago’s Loop. 
These recruiting-duty Marines, wearing their Victor 
Herbert-inspired costumes, are crackerjack double 
sense: they resemble the gaudy toy found 
box Cracker Jack, and they are meritorious their 
line specialties, whiskey and women. Some their 
drinking forays are humorous. Once war bond 
rally during the singing the Marine Corps Hymn, 
color guard falls flat its face, dead drunk. Another 
time while riding swan parade, detail loses 
the swan hopping off for quick snorts nearby bars. 
However, the handling the strategic advances the 
women too self-conscious and lacks the inanity 
the drinking escapades. one point the author pauses 
apologize for including sex and gives silly anthro- 
pological argument support. Point view further 
confused the intrusion unnecessary homey- 
type love affair made order for June Allyson. Made 
order for the family trade, too, sudden shift from 
antic-disposed Gyrenes sentimental, 
stricken Marines wanting their bit for poor, mud- 
splattered buddies pinned down Guadalcanal. Esprit 
corps will out, Chicago Montezuma. 


suspect that the screaming eagle top the Marine 
Corps emblem flapping its ineffectual wings vain 
over this one. Someone should tell Harry Truman 
about it, but wouldn’t tell the Marines. 


John Murray, 


University Scranton 


Collins, Norman Bond Street Story 
Harper. Sept. 30,1959. 447p. $4.50. (Ila) 


The title Bond Street Story misleading because the 
content deals with only one spot the famous London 
street, the general department store called Rammell’s 
intervals are given kaleidoscopic view the 
complex pattern Rammell’s hierarchy 
but during the bulk the 447 pages especially pry 
into the private lives its aristocracy. 
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This book, evidently, not the hero-type story which 
traces the growth disintegration main character, 
but the candid-camera gossip-column genre which 
skips flippantly from one situation another while pro- 
voking certain morbid pleasure its art disclosure. 
Among the victims our mental pepping can list 
the three generations Rammells: Harry, the founder 
the store; Eric, the son and general manager; and 
Tony, the grandson who has dragooned into 
job. Although eighty years old, Harry blustering 
widower full fresh suggestions for the improvement 
Rammell’s. finally marries Marcia, his leading 
model, who ironically had been successively the mis- 
tress Eric and Tony. Eric, chronic sufferer, mar- 
ried Maggie Jiggs type woman who incessantly 
drags him cultural events. Tony, young man with 
artistic bent, slowly reconciles himself his lot and 
accepts position responsibility the store. Among 
the lesser lights which are given least equal attention 
find Augustus Bloot, the chief floorwalker, who sud- 
denly develops middle-aged passion for fast and 
uninhibted divorcee named “Hetty.” There also the 
Privett family made Mr. and Mrs. Privett and 
their daughter Irene. Mr. Privett, the friend and con- 
Blott, sinks into the doldrums when the latter 
neglects him for Hetty. has dreams stage 
career, but she has forego them favor Ram- 
mell’s. 


Collins has keen sense the comical. His humor 


frothy and genuine. describes the commonplace 
such way that the ridiculous stands out 
‘laughed at. His candid eye produces the last analysis 


impression superficiality, but this undoubtedly 
intended because superficiality seems the main 
trait the people describes. Bond Street Story cer- 
tainly can provide refreshing entertainmen. 


Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 


Poirot-Delpech, Bertrand Fool’s Paradise 
Harper. Sept. 16,1959. 149p. $2.95. (IIb) 


This translation, Cornelia Schaeffer, the 
French novel, Grand Dadais, which was awarded 
the Prix Interallie. The author has been covering the 
Paris law-courts for Monde since 1947, and his ex- 
perience has obviously furnished the background and 
inspiration for his novel. literal translation the 
title would have been “The Big Simpleton,” and that 
what the central character, who tells his own story, 
that was. trial for his life and the 
character this criminal developed through his re- 
what the various witnesses say. Each chap- 
ter presents different aspect the accused: his hos- 
tility his mother, his intellectual ability, his esca- 
pades, his jealousy, his sentimentality, his attitude to- 
ward evil. The trial and the sentence make this adoles- 
cent find himself, “It’s mistake live contradic- 
tion yourself hope amazing others.” This 
presentation deep psychological study 
ofa present-day problems. The translation excellent. 

Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Brief Comment 


Chute, Marchette Two Gentle Men 
Dutton. Sept. 319p. $5.00. 


The two gentle men, whose lives are recounted with 
Miss Chute’s usual clarity and perception, are the 
seventeenth century poets George Herbert and Robert 
Herrick. Both shared the distinction being vicars 
the Anglican Church and both exhibit respect for 
form their poetry, the one chiefly religious tone, 
the other chiefly devoted the beauties nature and 
playfully cool admiration for womanly beauty. Her- 
bert was esteemed saintlike many his contem- 
poraries; Herrick, longer-lived, frequently accused 
writing some “the naughtiest poems English.” 
Libraries, from high-school level upward, will want this 
book for reference and refreshment. 


Stern, Bill (with Oscar Fraley) 
The Taste Ashes 
Holt. Sept. 28, 1959. 218p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The famous broadcaster tells, without self-pity, the 
events his life which led drug addiction and his 
many attempts overcome it, climaxed final 
struggle which, with the help patient and under- 
standing psychiatrist, Dr. Edgren, and the constant in- 
spiration his wife, Harriet, succeeded breaking 
off the addiction and returned his life’s work. 
frank, too, about his various assignments broadcast- 
ing and the competition that nagged him continu- 
ously much the loss leg automobile 
accident early his career and affliction kidney 
stones. frightening and heartening story that 
will avidly read Bill Stern’s many admirers. 


West, Mae Goodness Had Nothing With 
Prentice-Hall. 271p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The endurable Mae West—she must well over sixty 
now—tells all with that becoming lack false 
modesty which characterized her career latter-day 
Aphrodite vaudeville, the theater and the movies. 
mildly amusing autobiography that makes 
apologies for its egotism, and none for its frank admis- 
sion sexual promiscuity when attraction and oppor- 
tunity offered. One gets the impression that Miss West 
wants make sure that she irresisitible lodestar 
for the male animal, however reticent she about going 
into the clinical details. Adult readers may find the 
book eventually boring, also somewhat sardonic. 


Burman, Ben Lucien 


The Street the Laughing Camel 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 254p. $3.95. (I) 


Yancey Cullum had been cowboy and mechanic 
North Africa. Released and discharged from the Army, 
invests laundry machine, determined set 
business for himself the oasis town Bab-el-Keir. 
guileless fellow with wide streak honesty 
and fairplay, the tradition cowboys before the 
advent TV. Add him Arab named Louie, take 
both them tour the Atlas Mountains with 
traveling ferris wheel; after wrecked, send them off 
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South Africa and make them stop midway set 
store Yembasi, introduce the natives baseball, 
orange debates, bicycle races; stir romance 
with beautiful Arab girl named Aziza and add 
foolishly simple New England missionary, Miss Peck- 
ham, and you have the makings continuously 
funny, sometimes touching tale adventures you can 
commend any reader. And the whole ball yarn 
spun Yancey’s own particular way talking. 


Good fun. 


James, Dynely The Gobbling Billy 
Dutton. Sept. 16,1959. 190p. $3.00. 

The Gobbling Billy actually old Gobelin-Billet, 
French motor-car the vintage 1907, which 
discovered under flurry chickens, dust and straw 
the barn the Clontys outside Belfast. How 
reconstructed and entered the Portaderry ancient 
car races the young Englishman who boards with the 
Diartys, and with the help the three young Diartys, 
particularly the lovely Molly, makes chucklesome 
story helped along Mr. Diarty’s reluctance sell his 
home the rich American, Oscar Bemberger, who 
sponsors the races. The story told with more 
embellishment than the lively dialogue, and some- 
thing you shouldn’t miss you like funny story. 
the British are wise, they will have started filming this, 
for has even more offer than Genevieve some 
years past. This one can recommend all readers. 


Clue-Works 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


The House Shade Kaye, (Coward-Mc- 
Cann. 279p. $3.50; lovely Dany Ashton, route 
from London Zanzibar, runs into trouble when some- 
one wants the directions the treasure secreted many 
years before Emery Frost. The helter-skelter trav- 
elogue murder mystery comes climax Kivulimi, 
the House Shade; but the trip has been enjoyable 
because Kaye knows her Africa, its natives and 
the machinations Soviet agents Hot Red Money 
Baynard Kendrick, (Dodd,Mead. 213p. $2.95; 
explores Red penetration American business, through 
the work Maury Morel, undercover man for the FBI 
within the Communist Party and his eye- 
balls murder, intrigue and espionage Evelyn 
Berckman’s Lament for Four Brides, (Dodd, Mead. 
$2.95; mines very special vein ore: 
melodrama mood and tension amid archeological 
ruins and off-beaten-track hinterlands, this time 
rural, medieval France, ruined abbey, with men- 
acing power-mad Baron and distraught but deter- 
mined girl who goes too far her search for gold. 
Spookily well done with overtones Poe and Dinesen 
Margaret Erskine’s detective, Septimus Finch, gets 
mixed with dead men snow banks, females hurt- 
ling down stairwells, restless ghosts, and town full 
suspects Graveyard Plot, (Doubleday. 191p. $2.95; 
IIa). Long mood and character and rattlingly good 
Perish the Sword first mystery 
practiced sci-fi writer, Poul Anderson, and presents 
Norse-Japanese detective, Trygve Yamamura who has 
deal with samurai swords with their own vitality, 


Best SELLERS 


strained physicists wrestling with fabulous potentiali- 
ties. Nevertheless this several cuts above the duller 
blades the season, (Macmillan. 180p. $2.95; 
mob violence Connecticut Come Die With 
tough, cynical the Chandler manner. Rock Cal- 
lahan, rough private eye, dumb cops, nymphomaniac 
dames, and sordid group mixed-up Mertons which 
you will come across. Unsavory this stew is, 
redeemed somewhat the craftsmanship style Kings 
author Gault, old hand this sort thing... 
Til Death McBain, (Simon and Schuster. 
$2.95; IIb), pits Detective Steve Carella the 87th lla). 
Precinct against killer who trying finish off the the 
bridegroom Steve’s sister, Angela. The wedding-day day, 
background fresh and real; and the story mounts Fire 
tension, though marred some ill-chosen words. 
faith 
Lonelit 
Pocket Print and Reprint Vessel 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 
Drama students and theatre-goers should welcome the Christi 
latest additions the Hill and Wang Dramabooks, fom 
which include Four Plays George Farquhar, (MD16, 
$1.75; IIb), the plays being “The Beaux’ Stratagem,” compat 
Constant Couple,” “The Recruiting Officer” and 
The Twin Rivals,” with introduction William 
Archer, from the Mermaid edition Three Plays 
Ivan Turgenev, (MD-15, $1.25; Month the 
Country,” Provincial Lady,” and Poor 
man,” the last which least familiar American 
stages the Doubleday Anchor series the answer 
Classic Theatre, Six Spanish Plays edited Eric fait 
ley, (A155C, $1.45; the plays are “Celestina” any inc 
Rojas, “Fuente Ovejuna” Lope Vega, “Life wish 
Dream” and “Love After Death” Calderon, Mass 
lina’s “The Trickster Seville” and Cervantes “The 
Siege Numantia” translations Roy Campbell here 
with one exception, that James Mabbe’s translation Here 
Misanthrope and Other Plays Moliere new tea 
translation John Wood, (L89, $0.95; IIa), the four Head 
other plays being “The Sicilian,” “Tartuffe,” “The 
Imaginary Invalid” and Doctor Spite Him- 
self” Sophocles’ Oedipus the King newly translated 
Washington Square Press series, (W99, $0.35;; Ila) 
John Osborne’s Look Back Anger, recently 
Broadway and now filmed from Bantam, (A-2034, 
vocative study first published 1918, (Hill and Wang 
D-49, $1.25; which bears comparison with Mac 
Hill and Wang collection letters, speeches, 
Theatre, (D-18, $1.25; IIa) Joseph Kerman’s Opera 
Books from the Knopf presses, (K-88, $1.25; IIa) 
Another Vintage book originally published Knopf 
1946 and well worthy reprint Francis 
Giuseppe Verdi, His Life and Works, (K-82, $1.45; 
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Henry Bamford Parkes’ The American Experience, 
(K-84, $1.25; which subtitled “an interpretation 
the history and civilization the American people” 
isan excellent rendition American history well worth 
having for re-reading With the foregoing, would 
hard find better companion piece than Jacques 
Barzun’s “declaration love spiced with few harsh 
words,” God’s Country and Mine, (K-87, $1.25; 
which bears the same perceptive and attractive think- 
ing that marks his more recent House 
Kings and Desperate Men, lively and interesting pic- 
ture life eighteenth-century England Louis 
Kronenberger was first printed 1942, (K-83, $1.25; 

the excellent Image series, also published Double- 
day, six new titles consist the following: The Pillar 
Fire Karl Stern, (D83, $0.85; cf. 210, vol. 10), 
presentation man’s search for enduring 
faith Dorothy Day’s autobiographical The Long 
Loneliness, (89, $0.85; cf. 223, vol. 
Vessel Clay Rev. Leo Trese, (D87, $0.65, cf. 
19, vol. 10) Medieval Essays Christopher 
Dawson, (D86, $0.95; IIa), collection studies 
Christian Culture the Middle Ages including those 
the 1934 “Medieval Religion” and several new 
published here for the first time worthy 
Orthodoxy, (D84, $0.75; which has perennial fresh- 
ness spite eighteen previous editions since 1924 
Alban Goodier’s Saints for Sinners contains nine 
and attractive biographies brief, (D88, $0.65; 


John Walsh’s This Catholicism first print- 
ing clear and lucid presentation question and 
answer form, according topical divisions the Cath- 
faith, (D85, $1.25; I), which should helpful 


inquiring into the faith well those who 


wish know their own faith better This the 
Mass Henri Daniel-Rops, with photographic illus- 
featuring Bishop Fulton Sheen, was noted 
here 16, vol. 18, (D90, $0.85; A*Handbook 
Heresies Cozens, gives summary description 
more than fifteen deviations from orthodox Chris- 
tian teaching, ($0.75; The Mystical Body and Its 
Head much abridged edition Robert Hugh Ben- 
Christ the Church, ($0.75; Both the 
latter are Canterbury Books from Sheed and Ward. 


Part The Tale Genji Arthur Waley’s transla- 
tion Lady Murasaki’s novel subtitled Sacred 
complements the first this series the Anchor 
edition A55, (A176, $0.95; IIa) Stories Elizabeth 
Bowen, (Vintage K-79, $1.25; IIa), contains eighteen 
highly styled but very readable short tales the au- 
thor “The House Paris” and other highly esteemed 
novels The finest Stories Sean (Ban- 
tam FC47, $0.50; IIa), contains tales and among 
them, indeed, the finest this skillful Irish author has 
The Transposed Heads Thomas Mann, 
(Vintage K86, $1.10; satiric rendering 
lve triangle form “legend Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight anonymous, 
unknown poet northwestern England contemporary 
with Chaucer has been translated into modern English 
Preserving the original metre Stone. wel- 
addition the early English classics, (Penguin 
192, $0.85; 
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For devotees poetry there the fourth volume 
Penguin’s Book French Verse: Twentieth Century, 
which the French texts are printed with translation 
the bottom the page; Anthony Hartley editor 
and has provided lucid introduction, (D47, $1.25; 
Poems Wallace Stevens have been selected 
and provided with introductory essay Samuel 
Morse, (Vintage K85, $1.25; .Dell 
Laurel Poetry series with selected Poems Keats; How- 
ard Moss has edited and selected the poems, (LB131, 
$0.35; The Poems Longfellow have been 
selected and given introduction Howard Neberov, 
(LB132, $0.35; might noted that this poetry 
series provides set inexpensive texts for high 
school and college class use The Cliff’s Edge 
Eithne Tabor chapbook poems which the au- 
thoress calls “songs psychotic”; they are curious 
document, not always either revealing rewarding, 
Samuel Hazo and uneven quality; the best are, like 
the little girl, very good; but the bad are bad indeed, 
($0.95; Both the latter volumes are from Sheed 
and Ward John Livingston Lowes’ classic study 
poetic inspiration, The Road Xanadu welcome 
well-printed Vintage edition, (K81, $1.65; ... 
Max Beerbohm’s Seven Men and Two Others also 
now available Vintage form, $1.10; IIa) 
Mark Schorer’s study William Blake, which sub- 
titled “The Politics Vision,” was first published 
1946. Vintage presents fine form, (K89, $1.45; 
IIa). will most interest students litera- 
ture Erwin Christensen’s History Western 
Art first printing attractively presented history 
art from cave paintings the drip-cloth school 
Pollock, with many black and white illustrations line 


drawing and photograph, (Mentor MT262, $0.75; 


For the philosophical reader Anchor provides reprint 
Henri Bergson’s Matter and Memory the author- 
ized translation Paul and Palmer which 
firs tappeared 1911, (A172, $0.95; IIa) Hypnosis: 
Fact and Fiction Marcuse discusses the theory 
and technique this still controversial subject, (Pelican 
A446, $0.95; IIa) Robert Thomson’s The Psychology 
Thinking can start argument agreement among 
students thought processes, (Pelican A453, $0.95; 
... The Way Zen Alan Watts does much 
make clearer the varieties this form Buddhism 
which seems have captured the docile following 


the disillusioned (Mentor MD273, $0.50; 


IIa). 


General Fiction: 


Roger Vailland’s novel passion small southern 
Italian town, The Law, for the mature and discrimi- 
nating reader, (Bantam F2014, $0.50; III; cf. 266, 
vol. 18) The same reservation holds for James 
Garrett’s And Save Them for the Pallbearers, ,(Ban- 
tam F1920, $0.50; III; cf. 26, vol. 18) The 
Detroiters Harold Livingston another compound 
alcohol, adultery and general amorality, the scene 
here being the auto industry center, (Bantam F1987, 
$0.50; The Fume Poppies Jonathan Kozol, 
(A1986, $0.35; comes close pornography 
Mary Renault’s 1940 novel Kind Are Her Answers, 
(Dell D308, $0.35; IIb), shows none the skill that 
she later developed her historical novels. soap 
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opera theme, doctor falling out love with his 
wife and into love with another Theodore 
Dreiser’s novel big business, The Titan, first ap- 
peared 1914. gets the semi-classic treatment with 
introduction Alfred Kalzin, (Dell LX109, $0.75; 
IIb). 


General Non-fiction: 


Defeat the East Juergen Thorwald was originally 
titled “Flight the Winter” and German’s story 
the Russian vengeance the Germans Eastern 
Germany and Berlin, (Ballantine F336K, $0.50; IIb) 
Clay Blair the story the submarine trip under the 
polar ice, (Signet D1692, $0.50; cf. 398, vol. 18) 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep Gregory Boyington reprint 
“Pappy’s” autobiography published last year, (Dell 
F88, $0.50; cf. 182, vol. 18) The Cultured 
Man Ashley Montagu pretentious and tendenti- 
ous anthropological exercise complete with Sunday- 
supplement question-and-answer form make your 
own evaluation your culture index, (Pocketbook 
M4141, $0.35; IV; cf. 168, vol. 18) The Nine 
Lives Michael Todd Art Cohn sort show- 
biz story show-biz biggie who died tragically 
air accident, (Pocketbook C353, $0.35; IIa) Shirley 
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Jackson’s chucklesome story her adventures with her 
brood offspring, Life Among the Savages, some- 
times downright uproarious, (Ballantine 337K, $0.35; 
Understanding Surgery under the editorship 
Dr. Robert Rotherberg illustrated and candid 
account symptoms and procedures that will scare the 
liver and lights out some readers and yet may 
some good helping early detection organic ail- 
ment, (Pocketbook GC27, $0.50; IIb) Great Cases 
Psychoanalysis, edited Harold Greenwald, Bal- 
lantine F333K, $0.50; III), recommended none; 
seems have little reason for being print except 
catch the morbidly curious You, too, can legal 
expert and your own lawyer, seems the reason for 
Samuel Kling’s The Legal Encyclopedia, 
book M5012, $0.50; IIa). Nevertheless, seems 
handy book have around for small businessmen 
and perhaps, the head any Williams’ 
Diccionario del Idioma Espanol exactly that; 
English-Spanish Dictionary this, (Pocketbook GC-60, 
$0.50; Sports fans will for the Pro Football 
Handbook: 1959 edited Don Schiffer, (Pocketbook 
C-364, $0.35; I); you can’t tell the players without 
Harvey Kurtzman’s Jungle Book mad satiric 
cartoon thrust several popular idiocies the “Mad” 
manner, (Ballantine 338K, $0.35 I). 
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